
Mark 10:1-12 
Introduction:  
 
“The problem with preachers today is that nobody wants to kill them anymore.” – 
Steve Lawson 
 

Today, I have been asked to explain a text that will undoubtedly cause 
some to feel uncomfortable.  The substance itself may even cause some to be 
offended, but that is not necessarily a bad thing.  What matters is that God’s 
Word is taught in agreement with the Divine Author’s intent.  Truth is, if any 
pastor finds himself too fearful to deliver the actual message of the Bible, he has 
no right to stand behind the pulpit.  
 
Read the Passage:  Mark 10:1-12 
 

And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the 
farther side of Jordan: and the people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, 
he taught them again. 

 2 And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to 
put away his wife? tempting him. 3 And he answered and said unto them, What 
did Moses command you? 4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of 
divorcement, and to put her away. 5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, For 
the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 6 But from the beginning of 
the creation God made them male and female. 7 For this cause shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 8 And they twain shall be one flesh: 
so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. 9 What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. 10 And in the house his disciples asked him 
again of the same matter. 11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her. 12 And if a woman 
shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.  
 

In the first verse we see Jesus carrying on with the primary emphasis of His 
ministry—preaching and teaching (15x teaching in Mark / 12x labeled teacher).  
And, as often was the case, we see His presence and what He had to say drew a 
big crowd!  What was He teaching?  Well, He is the Word incarnate!  He would 
have been preaching Himself as He is revealed in the Old Testament!  We know 



this is the case because Jesus testified in John 5:39 that the Scriptures (OT) are 
about Him.   
 

Now, perhaps you are wondering, “how is the OT cannon (39 books) 
testifying of Jesus if the final book of the OT was finished over 400 years prior to 
His birth?”  The answer, Jesus is not only prophesied of multiple times directly 
(the first of which is Genesis 3:15), but the Old Testament is loaded with types 
and shadows all throughout, and each of them find their fulfilment in Him. 
 

Today, we hold in our hands the completed canon—66 books.  Though the 
canon may be composed of many little stories there is one big story that unifies 
them all—The drama of Redemption.  Though our Bible was written over a span 
of 1,600 years and penned by at least 40 different men who primarily lived at 
different times and different locations, the Bible is one unified story under one 
Divine Author.  It is the reality of divine authorship that we can confidently claim 
the Old Testament truly is all about Jesus.   
 

As I said earlier, types and shadows can be found all throughout the Old 
Testament.  One of the earliest types can be found in Genesis 2 when God 
ordained marriage.  Marriage is the covenant union between a man and a 
woman, and it finds its ultimate fulfillment in the person of Jesus Christ.  We 
know this to be true based upon Ephesians 5:31-32 - 31 “Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and 
the church.  Let us look at how marriage typifies Christ and the Church in 
Ephesians 5. 

1. Wives are to submit to their husband’s leadership – The Church is to submit 
to Christ (vs 22-24) 

2. Husbands should edify their wives and promote holiness in their living by 
the faithful teaching of God’s Word. – Jesus sanctifies His bride (the Church) 
through His holy Word (vs 25-27). 

3. The husband should love and nourish his wife as his own body and should 
be willing to lay down his life for her.  – Jesus made His bride joint heir with 
Him and He laid down His own life that His bride will most assuredly escape 
God’s wrath. (25, 28-29) 



4. The husband is to leave his parents and become one with his wife.  Jesus 
left heaven in order to make His bride one with Him through His atoning 
work on the cross. 
 

Marriage, as a covenant, should not ever be broken, as it is most assuredly 
designed to point to Christ’s union with the Church.  Christ will never forsake His 
elect!  In our marriage we should strive to never forsake our spouse!  However, 
unlike the New Covenant in which we have union with Christ and cannot be 
broken, our marital covenant is composed of sinful parties.  Sometimes, actually 
more than 50% of the time in our nation SADLY, marital covenants are broken in 
divorce.  This leads to an important question, Is there ever legitimate grounds for 
divorce?  Today, we are going to allow the text to answer that question. 
 

Let us look at the remainder of the passage. 
 

In verse 2 we take note that not everyone is equally excited about what 
Jesus had to say.  There is a group of Pharisees who have come to test Jesus 
(tempt KJV).  They pose a dishonest question seeking to trap Jesus rather than to 
learn from what He has to say (dishonest skeptics).  The subject of their question 
was, “is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?”  
 

The Pharisees were confident this would be the question that would grant 
them rights to rid themselves of Jesus!  Why?  From what we can tell in verse one, 
Jesus was around the area of Judea.  Judea, at that time, was a Roman province 
ruled by Herod the Tetrarch.  Herod the Tetrarch was the one who beheaded John 
the Baptist and He was unlawfully married to his brother’s wife!  If Jesus said 
divorce is unlawful than Herod would most assuredly (they thought) grant Jesus 
the same fate as John the Baptist.   
 

On the other hand, if Jesus were to say that it is lawful for a man to put 
away his wife, he would undoubtedly be casting his name into the ring of debate 
amongst the Rabbis.  The rabbis at that time were debating on what is the 
unclean thing mentioned in Deuteronomy that constitutes grounds for divorce.  
The Jews already had grounds for dealing with adultery—execution by stoning!  
So, what is this unclean thing?  The Conservatives said – only gross sexual 
immorality / The Liberals said ANYTHING the wife did that embarrasses or 
displeases their husbands. 



 
How does Jesus respond? 
 

In verse 3 Jesus responds as He always did!  He pointed the Pharisees to the 
Scriptures!  He asked, “What did Moses command you?”  Let us look at what 
Moses commanded in Deuteronomy 24:1-4 - When a man hath taken a wife, and 
married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he 
hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, 
and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house. 2 And when she is departed 
out of his house, she may go and be another man’s wife. 3 And if the latter 
husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, 
and sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her to 
be his wife; 4 Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to 
be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is abomination before the LORD: and 
thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance. 
 
Did the Pharisees answer accurately? 
  
Yes, in verse 4 they relay what Moses said accurately.  They said, Moses suffered 
to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. 

- A divorce was not official until the certificate of divorce was granted. 
- Upon receiving the certificate of divorce the marital covenant was actually 

dissolved.  Period.  Some teach in error that “once you are married to 
someone in God’s eyes you are always married in His eyes.”  As you can 
see, such teaching contradicts the passages we are looking at.  There is 
finality in divorce. 

 
God’s View of Divorce (5-12) 

1. Jesus said for a man or woman to divorce their spouse and marry another is 
adultery (vs.11-12) 

a. As believers we need to take these words as our ultimate authority--
SOLA SCRIPTURA!  Yet, as faithful Bible students who believe all the 
Scriptures are Theopneustos (God breathed), we also need to 
remember TOTA SCRIPTURA!  Mark 10 is not the only portion of 
Scripture where we find instruction on divorce.  We will be turning to 
a few of those today so don’t wish me dead just yet.   



 
2. Jesus said that divorce was NOT a part of God’s perfect creation (6-9). 

 
a. Genesis 2 presents the perfect model of marriage for each of us.  Let 

us look at Jesus’ reflection upon the matter.  He says the first 
marriage was made up of: 

i. Companions of perfect compatibility—male and female (vs 6) 
1. No such thing as same sex marriage. 
2. No such thing as marriage between human and animal. 
3. Marriage is specific because the one who created it is 

specific.    
ii. Companions of perfect functionality—the male would lead, not 

his wife or father (vs 7) 
1. Note male leadership was before the fall…not a curse 
2. Note the roles are good because the one who made 

them is good.   
3. Illustration:  Nepali marriage 

iii. Companions of perfect union—the 2 would become one flesh 
(vs 8) 

1. The husband leads with wife’s needs and feelings in 
mind. 

2. The wife follows with husband’s needs and feelings in 
mind. 

3. To love and care for your spouse is essentially to love 
and care for yourself!  Ephesians 5:28 - husbands should 
love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his 
wife loves himself. 

iv. Companions of a perfect foundation—God put them together!  
(vs. 9) 

1. The only sure foundation in marriage is Christ. 
2. The only sure foundation in life is Christ.   
3. It is vital that believers marry believers! 

a. 2 Cor. 6:14 - 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? 



b. For a believer to engage in a relationship with an 
unbeliever is sin, as it is direct disobedience to this 
verse.    

 
3. Jesus said divorce was a necessary provision AFTER the marring of God’s 

perfect creation (sin) 
a. Jesus said a provision of divorce was made BECAUSE of the hardness 

of their hearts. 
i. Hardness of heart is ultimately the fruit of unbelief! (Ezekiel 

36:26 / Parable of soil)  
1. Ezekiel 36:26 - 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a 

new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the 
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh.  

a. Caveat: Believers as well as unbelievers are 
involved in divorce.  Nevertheless, violation of the 
marriage covenant is due to one spouse living 
contrary to God’s Word. 

2. Illustration:  Parable of the soil 
 

ii. Hardness of heart alludes to the rejection of God’s Word! 
 

4. Jesus said there are legitimate grounds for divorce. 
 

a. The first:  Matthew 19:8-9 - 8 He saith unto them, Moses because of 
the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but 
from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say unto you, Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication [sexual 
immorality], and shall marry another, committeth adultery:  

i. Questions we ask.  What is encompassed in the terms 
“fornication” or “sexual immorality?” 

1. Some believe this is referring specifically to adultery, 
homosexuality, bestiality, and incest.   

2. Others believe sexual immorality includes that 
mentioned above along with extreme psychological 
violations (i.e. pornography).   



3. I believe we are all safer to land on the former.  When I 
was pondering this issue I first landed on the latter.  
When I was challenged on my stance I realized accepting 
the latter creates a lot of room for confusion and in 
finality creates the perfect environment for legalism.   

ii. For clarity:  The spouse who suffers the betrayal of the other 
spouse in sexual infidelity is granted Biblical grounds for 
divorcing his/her spouse.   

1. This does not mean divorce is a must.  Reconciliation 
should always be considered if possible. 

2. The innocent spouse should not be looked down upon 
so he/she choose to divorce.  Jesus gave a legitimate 
provision that they may re-marry if they must.   
 

b. The Second:  Paul’s Case for Divorce in 1 Corinthians 7:15 - 15 But if 
the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not 
under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.  

i. There is legitimate ground for divorce and remarriage IF one’s 
spouse deserts them and refuses to repent. 

ii. In this case the couple or abandoned spouse will need to work 
closely with their church.  This decision should not be made on 
a whim and it would be wise to give proper amount of time for 
repentance. 

iii. If the guilty party refuses to repent we see in vs. 15 that they 
are to be seen as an unbeliever by the Church.   

 
Application: 

1. We must avoid the temptation to abide by the soap-opera culture of our 
day which determines its commitments by what it is going to get (self-
fulfillment).  

a. Obedience to God may expose us to difficulty, but God’s way is 
right.  May we seek His smile above our fulfillment. 

2. We must refrain from the self-righteous judgmentalism that so easily 
pervades our hearts concerning others who have fallen.  Truth is we are 
all adulterers at heart.  We should share the suffering of those ravaged 
by divorce and not call unclean what God has called clean (Acts 10:15). 



3. The Church should make provision for the remarriage of those who have 
been Biblically divorced. 

4. Let us praise God for His patience with His bride in her idolatry and long 
for His return! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


