
INTRODUCTION 
 

In the beginning, at the dawn of time, the earth was dark and void.  At the very 
Word of God light appeared and dispelled the darkness.  In nature, that light has 
continued to shine under the authority of its Commander.  Nature—the galaxies, stars, 
planets, moons, creatures of the air, sea, and land — all submit and bend to the will of 
Almighty God.  Nothing takes place, as Sproul always said, there is not one “maverick 
molecule” that does not move at the bidding of the will of He who created all things.    
 

Man, however, shortly after creation, rebelled against the benevolent Creator.  In 
Adam, all humanity plunged into the darkness, fleeing from the light of God’s Word.   
Upon the sin of Adam, our federal head, the entirety of the human race became 
shackled and enslaved to the king of darkness.  In a blink, the light man once enjoyed 
in the daily communion with God was veiled.  Man, now as sinful, could no longer 
stand in the presence of Holy God. 
 

THE GOOD NEWS:  In the fullness of time (Gal. 4:4), God sent His Son into the 
world.  His Son was the Word incarnate (John 1), and this Son carried with Himself the 
command true of old, “let there be light.”  Where Christ the Living Word abides, the 
kingdoms of darkness crumble!  Today, I would like for you to come with me as we 
account a war that took place in a little synagogue 2000 years ago.   I would like for us 
to observe what happens when The Light confronts the armies of darkness—the very 
strongholds of Satan himself. 
 
There was an event that took place in 1990 in Dayton TN - Family church conference - 

Speaker was Pastor Al Martin - Something occurred during the sermon - all of the 
lights went out.  Martin kept preaching.  This college building had sensors that 

detected movement in the building, if there were not detected movements for 15 
minutes, the lights would automatically turn off.  This room packed full of people had 

been absolutely motionless for at least 15 minutes with wrapped attention to the 
preaching of the Word.  The listeners that day were astonished at what they were 

hearing.  
- Illustration by Derek Thomas 

 
 

SETTING:  V 21 
 

Our stage today finds its setting in a synagogue located in the city of 
Capernaum, on the Sabbath Day.  All of those present were Jesus, His four disciples 
(Simon, Andrew, James and John) and the other faithful synagogue attendees.   
 

1. The City - Capernaum was the home base for Jesus during His earthly ministry.  
In fact, the Scriptures even claim it as “his own city” in Mt. 9:1.  Capernaum was 
strategically placed at the northern shore of Galilea and it would have been a 
city where much sea enterprise would have taken place.  This city was also 



important because it was the main road that connected Egypt and 
Mesopotamia.  

 
2. The Sabbath - The Sabbath is the Holy Day of the Lord set aside for the 

purposes of God’s people meeting and resting in Him.  All of those who merely 
claimed to be followers of the true God, and all of those who genuinely were the 
followers of the true God, would have been found faithfully reserving this day for 
rest and worship (or apparent worship).  Thus, Jesus heads to the synagogue. 

 
3. The Synagogue - The synagogues were places set aside for worship, but they 

had mostly become places of dead religion.  The common practices that took 
place in these synagogues included the reading of the OT Scriptures, the 
praying of the OT Scriptures, and the singing of the OT Scriptures.  That sounds 
great, right?  Well, inference tells us from the account of this passage that the 
teaching commonly found within the synagogue was much different from that of 
which it needed to be.  As we learn more through the teachings of Jesus, the 
pharisees and scribes were guilty of teaching the commandments of men over 
the teachings of God.  At that time the scribes were obsessed with long 
quotations by others.  “So and so believes this to be true while so and so 
believes this to be true…” They ultimately presented the doctrine of the yawn 
with all of their boring, legalistic, and never-ending speeches, but this day, the 
lifeless synagogue of Capernaum was about to meet the giver of life, Himself.  

 
- Ultimately, this synagogue Jesus entered was a synagogue of Satan.  Steve Lawson 
said it was “a place of religion but no repentance, a place of ritual but no regeneration, 
a place of rules but no relationship to the living God through His Holy Son Jesus 
Christ.”1 
 
 

JESUS HAS AUTHORITY IN WORD: V 21-22 
 

1. Verse 21 ends with Jesus teaching and this fact is significant.  Teaching and preaching 
were Jesus’ primary focuses during His earthly ministry.  In fact, in the Gospel according 
to Mark, Jesus is labeled “teacher” twelve times, and He can be found in the act of 
teaching fifteen separate times.  As Steve Lawson so properly labeled Him, Jesus was the 
“great expositor.” 

2. Verse 22 opens with the picture of those sitting under the teaching as being astonished.  
To be astonished, literally means to be struck with panic or shock.2  As Jesus began to 
exegete the Law and the Prophets, those present were shocked at the clarity and the 
light He was bringing before them!  For so long the Synagogue of Capernaum was 
enslaved to the philosophical ramblings of the Scribes, but now one had come who is 

 
1 https://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=1211172148554  
2 Hughes, Kent. Preaching the Word Commentary, Mark Jesus, Servant, and Savior.   



expounding the Word of God!  Jesus was sharing the unadulterated Word of God and it 
blew everyone’s mind.  

3. Verse 22 continues to unfold what Jesus’ teaching was like.  It says that He spoke with 
authority.  The student of the Word must ask, what does this mean?  Most in our day 
would picture the authoritative speaker as being someone who carries a commanding 
voice and a certain level of control.  For instance, the chief of police would be someone 
who would be noted as having authority in a public address, but is this the same authority 
we find as Jesus speaks? 

a. I like the light Derek Thomas shed on the discussion.  He said, “Authority literally 
refers to origin.  We use it in English to refer to an author.  The author is the 
origin from which these words come.”  Thus, when Jesus spoke, it was 
immediately noticed that Jesus spoke as if the words originated from Him—They 
did! 

b. When Jesus spoke, He spoke directly to the person.  One didn’t sit under His 
preaching only thinking a portion was for Him.  No!  Jesus expounded His Word 
directly and applicably to His listener.  May we preachers always be those who 
allow the authority of Christ to speak through His Scriptures!  In short, what 
Jesus was doing was expository preaching!    

c. We do expository preaching here at FBC, because we are convinced that God’s 
Word is sufficient and directly applicable—SOLA SCRIPTURA!  Were it not for the 
authority of the Word of God, we would have nothing to say and you would have 
no reason to heed our counsel!  Who cares what a 29 and 26-year-old have to 
say about life?  What we want and need is what GOD SAYS!  He has given us 66 
books to expound! 

 
 

JESUS HAS AUTHORITY IN ACTION:  V 23-28 
 

1. Verse 23 presents the antagonist of our passage.  There is a man with an unclean spirit 
who has endured (how much we are not sure) the preaching of Jesus and he can stand it 
no more.  What is more interesting about this scene is the thought of where it is taking 
place.  The man with the unclean spirit is not found in a cave or public house, he is 
found where worship was supposed to be taking place!  The very presence of such an 
individual testifies much of what normally took place in the synagogue.  This synagogue 
seems to be more of a religious entity than a place of Scripture.  Beware!  There is no 
more dangerous place to preach the gospel than in a place of dead religion!   

a. Dead religion builds barricades around the stone hearts of sinners.  Where 
sinners are molded under the doctrine of man, in place of the Scriptures, 
tempers are sure to flair!  War is destined to break out at the entrance of truth. 

b. Continuing the above thought, we need to be sure we are pleading for light to 
break through the darkness of our places of error in life.  Speaking specifically, 
one religion of man we need to repent of and cease from practicing is easy-
believism.  Persuading individuals they are in Christ simply because they “asked 
Jesus into their heart”, is the exact doctrine of man I am referring too.  The last 



thing stone-hearted sinners need is more barriers keeping them from the truth 
of God’s Word. 

c. Before we move on, it is important to note the unclean spirit was a demon.  He 
was part of the 1/3 who fell with Satan from heaven, and he had taken 
possession of this man in the synagogue.  When the light of God’s Word was 
presented, he, like roaches at the flip of a switch, was exposed and entered fight 
or flight mode!   

d. Illustration:  When my wife and I had the opportunity of ministering in Nepal two 
years ago, we stayed in a place that was infested with roaches.  In the middle of 
our first night I was awakened by a roach crawling across my face!  The panic 
brought me to instantly turning on my room light.  I watched as dozens of 
roaches scurried to make themselves hidden again!  Unfortunately, the only 
place they could really hide was under our bed.  Demons, when exposed to the 
light of God’s Word, will react in such a way that is undeniable, and most often 
dangerous. 

2. Verse 24 continues the scene of the antagonist as the demon speaks through the man’s 
voice.  In his (demon) outburst he speaks in plurality.  He asks, “what have we to do with 
thee?”  This indicates there may have been several demons in the man, or perhaps he 
was speaking for the other demons in the room or city.  Either way, the demon brought 
about good questions.  In this question, the demon made it clear that light and darkness 
cannot dwell on the same turf!  He follows his first question with what seems to be his 
first guess.  The demon states, “art thou come to destroy us?”  From the looks of it, the 
demon may have thought that his time for being cast into the lake of fire had come (Mt. 
25:41). 

a. Interestingly, in verse 24, the unclean spirit confesses to knowing who Jesus is.  
He declares Jesus, “The Holy One of God.”  I believe Steven Lawson was saying it 
right when he said this demon had a stronger confession than most apostate and 
liberal churches of our day.  Though Jesus is robed in flesh, His holiness was 
undeniable to the demon.  This is the God-man!  Though God is holy, 
transcendent, perfect, and far above what we are, His presence is undeniable to 
the demon as he stands before Jesus. 

b. As noted above, the demon knew who Jesus was, thus he called Jesus the Holy 
One of God.  The importance of this title is what it revealed to those who were 
listening.  The Jews who attended the synagogue would have known there is 
only one who is holy—God.  Therefore, if Jesus is indeed The Holy One, He is 
God.  The title “Holy One” was, in fact, the name used for God in Isaiah 26 times.  
Consequently, the deity of Jesus was undeniable! 

3. After the unclean spirit makes himself known, the reader is brought to wonder, just as 
those who were present would have wondered, “what will Jesus do?”  Verses 25-26 give 
a thorough answer.  But first, let us consider what those of the Jews may have been 
expecting. 

a. The Jews were awaiting the Messiah!  They were awaiting the One of the seed of 
David to come and restore them to a national power!  Perhaps, as the wheels 
began to turn in their minds, they figured Jesus would immediately conquer this 



demon and begin His path of removing the gentile “dogs” from the control they 
presently held over them!   

b. Though the listeners were expecting a physical kingdom to begin formation in 
front of their eyes, that is not where Mark places His emphasis.  He immediately 
takes it to the Spiritual realm.  Let the Scriptures ring true, “For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places.”3  Here we have it!  The King, as He inaugurates His 
kingdom, He must conquer the powers of darkness publicly.  He must destroy 
the principalities and powers of the devil.   

i. You may ask yourself, how does this apply to me?  I enjoy the application 
Derek Thomas gives.  He states,  “If you are not in union with the Lord 
Jesus, you are of your father the devil.  That’s what Jesus said.  If you are 
not born again or justified in Christ alone.  If you are not adopted and 
made a child of God you are of your Father the Devil and you need to be 
delivered from him…he has you in his grasp just as much as this man.. yes 
it is manifested and more severely seen in different people and certain 
times but this little passage is telling us that every person born in this 
world is either in the devil or in Christ.. either in Adam or the last Adam.” 

c. Jesus tells the demon to keep quiet and come out of the man.  He (Jesus) 
conquers the powers of darkness from the start.  This indicates to those who are 
in Christ that the devil has not power over them!  He has been conquered! 

d. In the demon’s final move, he throws the man into convulsions on the floor and 
exits the building with a terrifying yell.  Can you imagine would that must have 
been like?  When I was in Nepal in 2015, a team of 6 other guys and I 
encountered a village that was unreached with the Gospel.  We decided we 
should begin singing hymns and songs about Christ.  Our singing caused no small 
disturbance in the village.  The men made threats, but by the end we won their 
respect.  Later that day, we had to trek back through this village again.  As we 
neared the place we sang earlier that day, we discovered our Gospel literature 
ripped to pieces all over the ground.  The most disturbing thing we saw, 
however, was a young girl who was convulsing and clawing the blood out of her 
arms on the ground.  Upon questioning some of the locals, they revealed to us 
that she was possessed by an evil spirit.  Apparently, our gospel presentation 
brought her demon to doing something similar to what happened in the 
synagogue of our story.  The truth still exposes the roaches of satan and his 
armies of darkness. 

4. Verses 27-28 conclude our passage with capitalizing, yet again, on the authority of 
Christ.  The people are amazed and terrified at what just took place before their eyes 
and they naturally spread the word to the surrounding areas.  For you and I, we should 
be responding in similar fashion!  Jesus is King!  Jesus has conquered death, hell, and the 
grave!  Jesus has crushed the head of the serpant!  The ruler of this world will be cast 

 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Eph 6:12). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 



out and judged!  He who knew no sin became sin for us and He has set the captives 
free!  Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world!   
 

“And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,  
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us;  

The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;  
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,  

One little word shall fell him.” 
 

1. What is that one little word?  TetElestai - IT IS FINISHED! – Illustrated by Derek Thomas 


