
  

You’ve heard me talk about many reasons as to why we should preach verse by 
verse…  
 
Things like: 
Þ If this is God’s message should we study every word? 
Þ It keeps me off of my high horses and gets me on God’s high horses. 
Þ We want to treat the text like a home… not a front porch… not a vacation 

home…. 
Today we get to experience one reason first hand.  
Þ Preaching expositionally forces you to study and preach the hard passages 

of the bible.  
 
Today is one of those hard passages for a few reasons: 

1. If you go into the fine details of original manuscripts for this text you will 
find that vs. 44 and 46 are not there in some.   
o Matter of fact, if your using a NASB or a newer translation you might 

even see that there are brackets around them.  
o That is because in the earlier manuscripts, these two statements do 

not occur.  
 
Why would this happen? 
Þ Two reasons this could happen: 

1) A scribe wants to increase the potency of a passage in translation 
and so they add something to it…. (Note: Not something different, 
but they double up to add emphasis.)  

2) They feel something is unclear, they might try to clarify it. 
 
So really this shouldn’t of happened, but if you have ever studied Greek you 
understand a few things.  

1) Translation from Greek to English is not an easy task.  
o The Greek language was a much more in-depth language then English. 



  

o You could say that it had more meaning in its words then English has.  
o Because of that sometimes is not easy to portray the same meaning or 

even emphasis of a word.  
2) Because of the consistency of the original manuscripts we don’t have to 

wonder what was original and what was not.  
o God has miraculously preserved His word for us. 

§ We will go deeper into the world of manuscripts when we reach 
the end of the book of Mark.  

§ So make a note and come back in a few years to hear that.  
 
So this is a difficult passage, 

#1: Because of some manuscript discussion, 
and #2: Because of its content… 
 
In Mark 9:42-50 Christ’s words are graphic…  
 
There are  
Þ Dramatic acts 
Þ Severe warnings 
Þ And shocking threats 

 
John McCarther calls this passage “Radical”  
 
One commentator said “V. 49 is one of the most difficult verses in the N.T.”  
 
But really, it’s nothing new…. 
Þ If you look throughout the bible you see a pattern of (if I could used John’ M. 

word) Radical Christianity… 
Our society today is so in need of this message…. 
Þ We have become so joined to our culture and American dream that we will 



  

put more energy into fighting for our comforts and rights then giving energy 
or effort to the great commission… 

Þ Christians will discuss the upcoming election more then they will discuss 
ANYTHING to do with Christ, the bible, or the church all rolled together.  

Þ In 2020 the church looks more like a country club with self-help tips then it 
looks like a church living the sacrificial Christ-like life.  

 
The Lord’s message in Mark 9:41-50 is essential for the time in which we live, 
when much of so-called Christianity, even evangelical Christianity, is marked by 
being superficial.  
Þ We enjoy the “You can do all things” passages… 
Þ We love the Mark 9:23 passages where is says “all things are possible…”  
Þ But we often avoid the Mark 9:43 passages that call for Radical sacrifice…  

 
Radical sacrifice or Radical Christianity is actually the pattern set in scripture.  

Þ The gospels are packed with Jesus calling people to repent…  
o Which is a call to “change your direction of life” 

Þ Matt 16:24 he calls on his followers to deny themselves  
Þ Luke 9:23 even to the point of suffering or dying for His sake   
Þ Luke 14- He asked his people to be willing to forsake all family ties (Luke 

14:26–27),  
Þ and then he says in that same passage- to hate their own lives (Luke 14:26)  
Þ John 12 says its in the sense of being willing to lose them  
Þ Matt. 19 he says we should be willing to forsake everything (Matt. 19:27; 
Þ John 12 says we are to unconditionally follow Him… 

The gospel story is a story of Radical people… following a Radical Christ.  
 
This passage displays four aspects of Radical Christianity:  

1) radical love 
2) radical purity 

3) radical sacrifice 
4) and radical obedience. 



  

My title for today, if you couldn’t guess it:  

Radical Christianity | Mark 9:42-50 
 

1. Radical Love | Mark 9:42 
Vs. 42 “And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it 
is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast 
into the sea.” 
 
Jesus is here showing his concern for the corporate righteousness of His church!  
 
Now remember, Jesus had just given a lesson on greatness to the disciples.  
Þ This is building off of that lesson.   

 
Jesus here is calling for a Radical love for other young believers.  
Þ Not necessarily young in age, but younger in maturity.  

 
Now watch how dramatic of a lesson this:  
Þ Jesus is specifically building off of vs. 37 which says, “Whosoever shall 

receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me:” 
o And the truth is that since Christ lives in every believer, how one treats 

a believer is how one treats Christ… 
§ In the upper room on the eve of the crucifixion, Jesus said to the 

disciples, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I 
send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who 
sent Me” (John 13:20).  

§ Paul reminded the Corinthians that “the one who joins himself to 
the Lord is one in spirit with Him” (1 Cor. 6:17) and declared in  

§ Paul also said in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.”  

§ On his way to Damascus to persecute Christians, Paul 



  

encountered the risen, glorified Jesus Christ, who demanded of 
him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting (who?) Me?” (Acts 9:4;  

§ In the final judgment, how people treat Christians will be 
considered how they treated Christ: Matt 25:34 “Then the King 
will say to those on His right, “Come, you who are blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to 
drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you 
clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and 
you came to Me.” Then the righteous will answer Him, “Lord, 
when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give 
You something to drink? And when did we see You a stranger, 
and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? When did we see 
You sick, or in prison, and come to You?” The King will answer 
and say to them, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it 
to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did 
it to Me.” Then He will also say to those on His left, “Depart from 
Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been 
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry, and you 
gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing 
to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, 
and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not 
visit Me.” Then they themselves also will answer, “Lord, when 
did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, 
or in prison, and did not take care of You?” Then He will answer 
them, “Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to 
one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.” These will go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life.” 

 
So it makes a lot more since for Jesus to be so radical when he says in Mark 9:42 
“And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is 
better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into 
the sea.” 



  

We know that this isn’t talking about a physical child because the Greek word for 
“offend” is referring to causing someone to be tripped by temptation or to be 
lead into sin.  
 
Verses 43-47 are all about a call to radical action to not be lead yourself into a sin 
that would lead others into sin.  
 
This is so important that Jesus literally says It would have been better for you to 
drown…  
Þ and not just a little drowned…  
Þ but to be drowned at the bottom of whatever body of water your thrown 

into… 
 
Why?  
Þ Because love doesn’t take pleasure in seeing someone else fall into sin!  

o 1 Cor 13:6 love “does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with 
the truth.”  

o Peter wrote that Christians are to “keep fervent in [their] love for one 
another” in 1 Peter 4:8.  

o That kind of all-encompassing love does not solicit sin; it covers it.  
§ Fervent love pushes others to holiness.  
§ It is a Phil 2 love that thinks more highly of others than of 

oneself, elevates them, and encourages them to righteousness. 
 
Radical Christianity starts with Radical love!  

2. Radical Purity | Mark 9:43-48 
This section is the opposite side of the coin to vs. 42.  
Þ To summarize: Its saying Christianity cannot lead others into righteousness 

unless they are righteous themselves…  
 
If one’s own heart is impure it will lead others into sin…  



  

Þ Therefore Jesus calls for a Radical dealing with sin. 
 
Let’s read, as the original manuscript reads: vs. 43, 45, and 47-48 
Þ Vs. 43 “if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into 

life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never 
shall be quenched: 

Þ Vs. 45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt 
into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never 
shall be quenched: 

Þ Vs. 47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter 
into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into 
hell fire: 48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” 

 
Listen to what Puritan John Owen said about the person that doesn’t deal with sin. 

Þ “Where sin, through the neglect of mortification, gets a considerable 
victory, it breaks the bones of the soul (Ps. 31:10; 51:8), and makes a man 
weak, sick, and ready to die (Ps. 38:3–5), so that he can not look up 
(Ps.40:12; Isa. 33:24); and when poor creatures will take blow after blow, 
wound after wound, foil after foil, and never rouse up themselves to a 
vigorous opposition, can they expect anything but to be hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin, and that their souls should bleed to death?” 

 
Scripture calls us to give sin a deathblow.  
 
OVERLOOK of Sin in Romans 
Þ In Romans 6, we read we have victory over sin.  
Þ And yet in Romans 7 we learn that “when you become a believer you're not 

gonna be immediately free from sin's harassment.”  
Þ In fact, you're gonna find you're living in a conflict you knew nothing about 

before you became a Christian.  
 
 
 



  

Note:  Paul doesn't say to us, like some people would advocate, 
• “well, now to live this Christian life and to get victory of sin, you sort of relax 

and let go and let God.”  
• He doesn't say, "Well, you need to come to a point of rededication of your 

life."  
• He doesn't even say that you need to love Christ more, though that is 

certainly true.  
• He says you've got to be serious and aggressive and kill the deeds of the 

body.  
 
Listen to what he says: 
Romans 8:13 “through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body” 
• Note: He's talking about dealing with sin. 

 
In the text, the mention of body parts- hands, foot, and eye- emphasize that the 
battle against sin includes all aspects of believers lives.  

Þ Vs. 43- What you do… your hands 
Þ Vs. 45- Where you go- your feet 
Þ Vs. 47- What you see- your eyes 

 
The references to Hell in each verse are calls to immediate repentance! 
Þ It’s a fierce warning to remove anything in your life that would be a barrier 

to entering into eternal life in the Kingdom of God!  
Þ Just a note, this is one of MANY reasons why God established church 

discipline.  
o When the pattern of someone’s life is that they are continual habitual 

sinners… It’s screaming that they aren’t a child of God… 
o An apple tree should be known for making apples….  

§ If one of you said that you have an apple tree but no one has 
literally ever seen apples on it… you would naturally question the 
validity of it being an apple tree.. 

§ Jesus said in Matt 7:16 “you’ll know them by their fruits.”  



  

Now there is an important piece of information in the Greek word “offend”  
Þ The tense of this verb indicates that this is a continual struggle against 

temptation.  
 
The point here isn’t that a Christian should be known simply as not sinning… but 
that the Christian should be known as a person who has a lifelong pattern of 
mortifying sin.  
Þ None of us will be Sinless until we reach Glory… 
Þ BUT WE SHOULD SIN<<LESS on this side of Glory… 

 

Now just to be clear, Jesus isn’t calling for physical mutilation… 
Þ Last night I was telling my wife about this passage and she chuckled and told 

me about an encounter my son had this week with a lady missing her hand. 
Þ She said they were in a waiting room and lady walked in who had lost her 

hand.  
Þ Elijah piped and blurted out, “what happen to her?” 
Þ Ashlea said, “she stole something, so they had to cut her hand off…” 

 
Ohhhh the joys of parenting…. She told me I wish you could have seen his face 
looking back at her….  
 
Now sadly, there have been many cases throughout history of people looking at 
this passage and thinking the way to defeat sin is through emasculation or in 
someway mutilation themselves.  
Þ But a person with one hand or foot or eye is no less capable of sinning… sin 

is still in their heart…  
 
Kent Hughs tells a story in his commentary of a brilliant theological student who 
suddenly went crazy one night and cut off his hand with a razor… and when he 
found him, he was laughing loudly saying, “I did right…. I can look Jesus in the 
face now…”  



  

Jesus isn’t calling for physical mutilation, but spiritual mortification…. 
Þ The practice of cutting off of harmful practices from one’s life.  
Þ We know this is what Jesus is talking about also because of the specific sin 

that is being addressed here by the disciples is elitism.  
o If they were to cut off their hand, foot or eye if would just simply have 

puffed them up more to being more “holier than though”. 
 
The mention of the word “hell” appears 12 times in the N.T. 

Þ All of them used by Christ.  
 
The word used here in the Greek for Hell is “Gehenna”  

Þ That’s important because some people try to argue that Jesus is saying that 
this is just a general word for where people go when they die. 

Þ Well that’s not the case, because thats the Greek word “hades”.  
Þ Jesus didn’t use that word. He was being specific.  

 
The name Gehenna comes from the O.T. valley of Hinnom (just south of Jerusalem) 
Þ This is the place that apostate Jews would sacrifice babies to the false god 

Molech…  
Þ They would burn them alive… 

o God strictly prohibited this in Lev 18:21 and 20:2-5 
Þ Because of all those babies being killed there the place became known as 

Topheth. 
Þ Topheth means drums. 

o It got this nickname because they would beat drums as loud as they 
could to drown out the screams of the burning children… 

 
Praise the Lord, King Josiah destroyed the place and turned it into Jerusalem’s 
garbage dump.  
Þ Where literally, a fire continually burned trash. 



  

This was the graphic place that Jesus uses to describe eternal Hell…. 
Þ A place where “the worm doesn’t die and the fire isn’t quenched…” 

 
No wonder someone repeated vs 48 in vs 44 and 46…. Graphic… shocking… 
 
Vs. 43-48 are the strongest call to purity our Lord ever gave….  
Þ He says either deal with sin or be cast into the eternal garbage pit of hell…  

o Matt 8:12 call it outer darkness 
o Matt 13:42 calls it the furnace of fire 
o Matt 22:13 says “there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

 
So, a call to Radical Christianity is a call to  
#1: Radical Love 
#2: Radical Purity 

3. Radical Sacrifice| Mark 9:49 
This kind of goes without saying after that last section, but vs. 49 says, 
“For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with 
salt.” 
Þ A lot of people have had difficulty interpretation this passage throughout 

history.  
Þ And I can see why, it’s a cryptic.  

 
The way that I understand this passage is by examining other scriptures that 
mention salt and fire together.  
Þ Ezra 6:9 and Ezekiel 43:23-24 connect both salt and fire with O.T. sacrifices.  

 
Let me summarize: 
Þ Salt, a preservative, was added to the sacrifices when they were burned as a 

symbol of God’s enduring covenant. 
Þ There were 5 O.T. offerings- Grain, burnt, peace, sin, and guilt offerings.  



  

Þ They were all symbolizing total devotion to and from God.  
 
So, vs. 49 is saying, “everyone (or all believers) should make a long term, 
enduring, permanent sacrifice of their lives to God.” 
 
This reminds me of Romans 12:1 Paul says, “present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 
 
 
So, a call to Radical Christianity is a call to  
#1: Radical Love 
#2: Radical Purity 
#3: Radical Sacrifice 

4. Radical Obedience | Mark 9:50 
Vs.50 Jesus says, “Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will 
ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another.” 
 
Now most of us, myself included, didn’t know that before refrigeration, salt was 
used to preserve food. 
Þ Those must have been the real hard days… I can’t imagine life without 

leftovers that aren’t drenched in salt… 
 

Info: Now, salt is chemically sodium chloride.  
Þ It was very stable… it didn’t degrade easily.  
Þ BUT, you could sometimes get salt from the dead sea and it be 

contaminated with gypsum.  
o That is a mineral consisting of hydrated calcium sulfate 
o (I know some of you really wanted to know that…)  

If the salt collected wasn’t processed correctly this gypsum would cause it to 
lose its effectiveness.  
Þ It wouldn’t preserve anything and it was tasteless. (It was worthless…) 



  

Jesus is saying, “Have salt in yourself.” 
Þ Live a holy life…. Live obediently!... Be preserved by righteousness!  

 
And then he gets specific with the disciples after they had been fighting over who 
was the greatest and says Vs.50 Jesus says, “and have peace one with another.” 
 
Jesus’s challenge for us today is to BE SALT….  
Þ You’re not going to be salt if you don’t radically love those around you. 
Þ You’re not going to be able to love those around you unless you are 

Radically pure.. 
Þ You won’t be radically pure unless you are willing to make the radical 

sacrifice…  
Þ And we do all of this… because it’s the radical command that Christ gives to 

those who are to be Salt in a lost world… 
 
And btw…  
Þ little did the disciples know that there was one of them that needed that 

salt…. 
Þ There was one of them that needed to feel radical love… 
Þ Judas would one day forsake it all… And the disciples were more worried 

about who would be the greatest rather than thinking about the fact of the 
ones that they were leaving behind…  

What about you today?  
Þ Maybe it’s one of your children 
Þ Maybe it’s a co-worker… 
Þ Maybe it’s a parent… 

 

May we head the call to be Radical once again.  
 
 



  

 


