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Mark 4:35 
 

Introduction   
MOODY	MONTHLY	reprinted	an	article	first	published	in	1926,	a	story	that	has	

become	for	me	one	of	the	most	beautiful	examples	of	God’s	power	to	protect	his	

children.	Ira	Sankey	was	the	co-evangelist,	soloist,	and	song	leader	for	D.	L.	Moody.	

Their	partnership	began	in	1870	when	Moody	heard	him	sing	at	a	Sunday	school	

convention,	and	went	on	to	span	a	quarter	of	a	century.	It	really	took	off	in	1873	

when	for	two	years	they	held	amazingly	successful	crusades	in	Edinburgh,	Glasgow,	

and	London.	When	they	returned	to	the	States	in	1875,	they	were	international	

figures.	

It	was	Christmas	Eve,	1875,	and	Sankey	was	traveling	by	steamboat	up	the	

Delaware	River.	It	was	a	beautiful,	starlit	evening	and	many	passengers	were	

on	deck	who	encouraged	the	famous	evangelist	to	sing.	Sankey,	who	was	

leaning	against	one	of	the	steamship’s	great	funnels	gazing	at	the	stars	in	

silent	prayer,	consented,	intending	to	sing	a	Christmas	song,	but	felt	

compelled	to	sing	William	Bradbury’s	“Savior,	Like	a	Shepherd	Lead	Us.”	

There	was	a	deep	stillness	as	his	baritone	floated	across	the	quiet	river	that	

Christmas	Eve.	When	he	had	finished,	a	man	stepped	from	the	shadows	and	

said	“Did	you	ever	serve	in	the	Union	Army?”	

“Yes,”	Mr.	Sankey	answered,	“in	the	spring	of	1860.”	

“Can	you	remember	if	you	were	doing	picket	duty	on	a	bright,	moonlit	night	

in	1862?”	

“Yes,”	Mr.	Sankey	answered,	very	much	surprised.	

“So	did	I,	but	I	was	serving	in	the	Confederate	Army.	When	I	saw	you	

standing	at	your	post,	I	raised	my	musket	and	took	aim.	I	was	standing	in	the	

shadow,	completely	concealed,	while	the	full	light	of	the	moon	was	falling	



	 2	

upon	you.	At	that	instant,	just	as	a	moment	ago,	you	raised	your	eyes	to	

heaven	and	began	to	sing.	‘Let	him	sing	his	song	to	the	end,’	I	said	to	myself.	‘I	

can	shoot	him	afterwards.	.	.	.’	

“But	the	song	you	sang	then	was	the	song	you	sang	just	now.	I	heard	the	

words	perfectly:	‘We	are	Thine,	do	Thou	befriend	us.	Be	the	Guardian	of	our	

way.’	

“Those	words	stirred	up	many	memories.	I	began	to	think	of	my	childhood	

and	my	God-fearing	mother.	She	had	many	times	sung	that	song	to	me.	.	.	.”	

“When	you	had	finished	your	song,	it	was	impossible	for	me	to	take	aim	

again.	I	thought,	‘The	Lord	who	is	able	to	save	that	man	from	certain	death	

must	surely	be	great	and	mighty.’	And	my	arm	of	its	own	accord	dropped	

limp	at	my	side.”	

	

Note:	Sankey	had	no	clue	he	was	in	danger…	but	he	was	spared	from	

certain	death…		

§ WAS	THIS	A	COINCIDENCE?….	–	NO!	It	was	the	Sovereign	power	

of	God!	

	

Point:	God	protects	his	own,	and	none	of	us	will	go	before	our	time.		

§ The	keeping	power	of	Christ	over	his	people	is	a	truth	that	we	all	

need	to	understand	and	believe.		

Transition:	In	Mark	4:35,	this	is	a	truth	that	Jesus’s	disciples	needed	to	

understand…	and	he	teaches	this	truth	through	what	we	know	as	one	of	

the	churches	favorite	stories-	The	calming	of	the	Galilean	storm.		
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Here	is	my	title	for	this	passage:		

Jesus in the boat is enough | Mark 4:35-41 

Leading	up	to	vs.	35,	it	has	been	a	“LONG	DAY”	for	Jesus.	(Elijah)		

§ The	day	began	with	blasphemous	accusations	by	the	

pharisees.	They	were	shouting	that	he	was	“controlled	by	

Satan.”	That	was	some	intense	confrentation!!!	

§ Then	his	family	comes	in	to	drag	him	back	to	Nazareth	

and	tells	everyone	that	he	has	lost	his	mind.	

§ Then	he	leaves	and	goes	to	the	see	to	teach	in	parables…	

but	had	to	teach	from	a	boat,	in	the	hot	sun,	due	to	crowd	

sizes.		

§ Finally	at	the	end	of	the	day	Jesus	gives	the	order	to	pull	

out.		

Vs.	35-36	“And	the	same	day,	when	the	even	was	come,	he	

saith	unto	them,	Let	us	pass	over	unto	the	other	side.	And	

when	they	had	sent	away	the	multitude,	they	took	him	even	as	

he	was	in	the	ship.	And	there	were	also	with	him	other	little	

ships.”	

Info	about	the	trip:	

§ This	would	have	been	about	a	2	hour	trip.		
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§ Jesus	wasn’t	sailing	in	an	ocean	liner	ship	that	looked	like	

the	Mayflower…		

o They	were	in	a	small	fishing	craft.		

o It	could	hold	about	15	people.			

o (Show	picture)	In	1986	the	hull	of	an	old	fishing	
boat	was	recovered	on	the	Northwest	shore	of	
Galilee.	It’s	called	“the	Jesus’	boat”.	They	actually	
filled	it	with	Styrofoam	and	floated	it	across	the	
lake!		

§ The	boat	was	about	26	feet	long,	8	feet	wide,	
and	4	feet	high.	(Typical	Galilean	boat.)	

	

So	there	on	this	boat,	A	CRUISE	with	Jesus…	All	you	can	catch	

and	eat	fish…		

And	as	it	says	in	vs.	36-	apparently	others	were	following	in	

little	boats	behind	him.		

AND	THEN	COMES	Vs.	37	….		

“And	there	arose	a	great	storm	of	wind,	and	the	waves	beat	

into	the	ship,	so	that	it	was	now	full	(began	filling).”		

 
R.C.	Sproul	says	the	Sea	of	Galilee	was	moody.		
o He	says	that	the	sea	is	“like	an	enchanted	woman	whose	
moods	are	fiercely	changeable.”		
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Info	about	the	sea:	

§ The Sea of Galilee sat in a valley. Mt. Hermon towered 
above it.  

§ Wind would rush down from this cold mountain peak, in this 
almost natural funnel, and would crash with the warm air off 
the sea. Suddenly, furious storms with hurricane force winds 
would appear.  

§ In ancient cultures and legends the Sea was a sign of 
unstoppable destruction.  

 
Illustration: One pastor I read after speaks about a Danish King in 
the 11th century whose followings flattered him excessively. They 
had an unhealthy allegiance to him and he knew it.  

§ To prove a point, He ask them, “Am I Divine?” Then he 
walked over to the shore and said “STOP.” The waves 
kept crashing. They got the point! Only one thing could 
prove his divinity–controlling the sea.  

 

The O.T. is clear that God alone controls the sea.  

§ Psalm 89:8–9 “O LORD God of hosts, who is mighty as you 
are, O LORD, with your faithfulness all around you? You 
rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise, you still 
them.” 

God stills the waves.  

§ Jesus can cause the wind to run out of breath and the sea 
became smooth as glass.  

The prophets used this truth to celebrate as sure evidence that God 
will redeem his people. If he can still a storm he can save a soul.  
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They were going through a literal storm…but there are figurative 
storms we go through. 

Here’s my first thought for the day for you to jot down: 

1. Our Storms are anything that you think will sink you. 
If	you	think	your	financial	situation	will	sink	you…	
• Your	health	
• Your	marriage	
• Your	job	
• Depression	(Spurgeon	called	depression	the	“old	black	
dog.”	He	would	say	“the	old	black	dog	has	come	to	visit	
me.”)		

	
Some	churches	are	completely	built	on	a	message	that	says,	
“take	Jesus,	and	leave	your	storms	behind”		
	
They	say	things	like,		

§ “LIVE	YOUR	BEST	LIFE	NOW”		
	
That’s	Just	NOT	consistent	with	scripture!		

§ The	storms	you	are	facing	may	sink	you!	
• Your	health	may	fail.	
• Your	marriage	may	dissolve.	
• You	may	not	get	the	raise.	
• You	may	face	depression.		

	
Þ Jesus	Christ	does	not	promise	you	your	“best	life”.		
Þ He	didn’t	promise	you	the	absence	of	storms,		
Þ but	He	guarantees	His	presence	in	the	storm.		
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Isaiah	43:2	“When	you	pass	through	the	waters…I	am	with	
you.”		
• I’d	rather	be	with	Jesus	in	the	storm,	than	without	him	
sailing	smoothly	through	life.		

Some	people	would	rather	have	the	smooth	waters	than	the	
presence	of	Jesus.	They	want	“calm.”	

We	just	dealt	with	this	in	Mark	2	&	3	when	Jesus	teaches	about	
the	Sabbath.		

§ The	whole	point	of	his	teachings	was	that	HE	was	the	true	
Sabbath..	HE	WAS	THE	REAL	REST.		

Something	similar	is	happening	in	Mark	4	on	the	sea	of	Galilee.		

Jesus	is	not	just	saying,	“I	can	calm	a	storm.”	He’s	saying	“I	am	
your	calm.”		

	

You	say,			

“WAIT!	God	may	not	deliver	me	from	my	storm?”	

“Well…that’s	kind	of	sick.	What	type	of	Savior	is	this?”	

That’s	what	some	of	you	are	thinking.	That’s	what	some	of	the	
disciples	were	thinking.		

	

Vs.	38…	They	wake	up	Jesus	and	say,	“Don’t	you	care	that	we	
are	about	to	die?”	–	OR	KJV-	“Master,	carest	thou	not	that	we	
perish?	

	
What	are	they	saying?	

§ They’re	accusing	Jesus	of	indifference	and	hard-
heartedness.	
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Let’s	lean	into	that	for	a	moment:		

Þ If	your	view	of	life	is	that	you	are	the	result	of	some	
galaxy	storm	then	you’re	here	by	accident.		

Þ Some	blind	forces	of	nature	collided	making	a	big	bang	
and	you	were	a	random	result.	There	really	is	no	moral	
basis…no	right	and	wrong…it’s	all	subjective…	there’s	no	
authority.		

Þ When	you	die	(or	a	storm	drowns	you)	you	will	turn	to	
dust.		

Þ In	the	end,	it	will	not	matter	at	all	if	you	spent	your	life	as	
a	cruel	or	caring	person.	When	you’re	done…you’re	
done!	

	

Þ BUT…there’s	another	way	to	look	at	life!	If	you’re	
created…no	matter	what	shape	the	world	is	in	or	what	
shape	you	are	in…	there	is	a	Creator	who	is	watching.		

	

And	here	you	say….	“Watching?....	Jesus	is	stretch	out	with	his	
leg	up	sleeping.”	

	

How	do	I	know	that	Christ	isn’t	sleeping	through	my	storm	now?		

1) He	wasn’t	sleeping	through	their	storm.		
o The	humanity	of	Christ	was	sleeping,	but	(as	Calvin	
says)	“his	divinity	was	watching.”	

	
2) Hebrews	7:25	says,	he	never	sleeps	because	he’s	constantly	
praying	about	you	to	the	Father.		

o Jesus	doesn’t	take	siestas		

So,	You’re	either	the	result	of	a	collision	or	a	Creator’s	precision.		
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“Tyler,	if	God	really	loved	me,	he	would	not	allow	me	to	go	
through	this	storm.”	

False…your	premise	is	wrong.		

§ He	can	love	you	and	still	let	bad	things	happen	to	you	
because…	he	is	God.		

§ His	power	is	unlimited…yes…he	CAN	stop	the	storm…but	
DOESN’T	in	is	his	wisdom.		

§ You	need	that	storm---Or	better---	you	need	what	that	
storm	can	produce	in	you.		

Did	you	ever	consider	that	you	are	going	through	this	so	that	it	
will	sling	you	to	the	feet	of	Jesus?	

§ If	you	have	a	God	who	is	great	enough	and	
powerful	enough	to	be	mad	at	because	he	
doesn’t	stop	your	suffering…you	have	a	God	
who	is	great	enough	and	powerful	enough	to	
have	reasons	above	what	you	can	understand.		

	
What	am	I	trying	to	say?	
2. God is still good even if the storm is real bad.  
 

3. Storms reveal a lack of faith they do not produce a lack of faith.  
	
Vs.	38	“And	he	was	in	the	hinder	part	of	the	ship,	asleep	on	a	
pillow:	and	they	awake	him,	and	say	unto	him,	Master,	carest	
thou	not	that	we	perish?	39	And	he	arose,	and	rebuked	the	
wind,	and	said	unto	the	sea,	Peace,	be	still.	And	the	wind	
ceased,	and	there	was	a	great	calm.	40	And	he	said	unto	them,	
Why	are	ye	so	fearful?	how	is	it	that	ye	have	no	faith?”	
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When	Jesus	told	the	disciples	let’s	go	over	to	the	other	side,	it	
was	effectively	a	promise,	“We	are	going	over	to	the	other	
side.”		

o They	didn’t	hear	it	though.		
o They	must	have	heard,	“We	will	get	halfway	across	and	
then	we	will	drown…don’t	forget	your	Finding	Nemo	arm	
floaties.”	

	

I	want	you	to	hear	me…Jesus	led	them	into	this	storm.	

	

These	were	veteran	sailors	who	had	seen	wicked	storms	
before.	But	nothing	like	this	storm.	And	Jesus	led	them	
straight	into	it!	

	

They	were	facing	a	literal	storm,	but	what	it	caused	them	to	
question	was	critical.		

	
Storms	are	anything	that	causes	us	to	question	–God,	do	you	
not	care?	
	

Why	did	God	allow	them	to	go	into	this	storm?	

o Jesus	Christ	desires	not	only	to	impart	faith,	but	to	
develop	faith.		

§ God	may	not	always	answer	the	way	you	want,	
but	he'll	always	answer	the	way	you	need.	

	
This	storm	did	not	produce	faithlessness…it	revealed	
faithlessness.		
	



	 11	

Let	me	give	you	an	example:		
o A	wife	dies	in	a	car	accident	leaving	a	husband	and	2	
children.		

o He’s	mad	at	God.	He	says,	“This	accident	made	me	lose	my	
faith.”		

o No…That	storm	didn't	make	you	lose	your	faith…it	
revealed	you	never	had	faith.		

	
	
	
4. Don’t fear the storm…fear (or awe) the Savior.  
	
Vs.	40	“And	he	said	unto	them,	Why	are	ye	so	fearful?	how	is	it	
that	ye	have	no	faith?	41	And	they	feared	exceedingly,	and	said	
one	to	another,	What	manner	of	man	is	this,	that	even	the	wind	
and	the	sea	obey	him?”	
o Note:	The	story	says	they	feared	before	the	storm	and	
then	feared	after	the	storm.		

§ The	first	one	was	a	cowardly	fear—this	one	is	
reverential	fear.	Left	them	in	awe.		

§ You	can’t	come	to	Jesus	unless	you	come	in	awe.		
§ They	feared	the	storm	until	it	was	replaced	by	a	
great	fear–of	the	Savior.			

	
What	if	this	storm	KILLS	me	Tyler?	It’s	not	going	to!		
o Lottie	Moon	said,	“We	are	immortal	until	our	work	on	
earth	is	finished.”		
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5. God saved you from the ultimate storm. 
Þ You	must	think	of	this	storm	in	the	context	of	all	other	
storms	in	the	Bible.		

Þ A	mightier	storm	is	brewing	throughout	the	book	of	Mark.	
Þ It’s	a	storm	of	God’s	wrath.		
Þ The	only	way	for	you	to	escape	was	for	God	to	cast	his	
only	son	into	those	waves.		

	

Keller	draws	a	connection	because	this	story	and	the	OT	one	in	Jonah.	

Jonah	 Jesus	(Mark	4)	
In	a	boat.		 In	a	boat.	
Overtaken	in	a	storm.	 Overtaken	in	a	storm.	

The	descriptions	of	storms	are	almost	identical.	
Jonah	was	asleep.	 Jesus	was	asleep.	
The	crew	woke	both	of	them	and	said	we	are	going	to	die.		
A	miracle	calms	the	storm.		 A	miracle	calms	the	storm.	
After	the	miracle,	the	
crewmembers	are	more	
afraid.	

After	the	miracle,	the	
crewmembers	are	more	
afraid.	

	

	

Two	almost	identical	stories—with	just	one	difference.	
	
In	the	midst	of	the	storm,	Jonah	effectively	said	to	the	crew:	
“There’s	only	one	thing	to	do.	If	I	perish,	you	survive.	If	I	die,	
you	will	live.”	And	they	threw	him	into	the	sea.	
	
Which	doesn’t	happen	in	Mark’s	story……….	
Or	does	it?	
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In	Matthew’s	Gospel,	Jesus	says,	“One	greater	than	Jonah	is	
here,”	and	he’s	referring	to	himself:	I’m	the	true	Jonah.		
	
He’s	saying,	

• Someday	I’m	going	to	calm	all	storms,	still	all	waves.	
• I’m	going	to	destroy	destruction,	break	brokenness,	kill	
death.	

	
	
How	can	he	do	that?	
Jesus	was	thrown	into	the	only	storm	that	can	actually	sink	
us—the	storm	of	eternal	justice.		

• That	storm	wasn’t	calmed	until	it	swept	Jesus	away.	
• Jesus	went	through	the	storm	of	God’s	wrath	for	you!		

 

In light of that, what makes you think he would abandon 
you in the much smaller storms you are experiencing now?  
 
You don’t have to drown! Because on the cross, Jesus 
drowned in his own blood for you!  
 
 

Jesus… in the boat… is enough	
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