
A Story of Two Cousins; One Crazy, One Christ | Mark 1:1-15 
 

Last week’s message consisted of three question:  
Who is the writer? 

§ Drop out, mess up, Little John Mark 
Why did the writer write? 

§ To encourage broken people  
What is the Theme of Mark? 

§ Jesus came to serve us… to redeem us… now we are great 
because HE was great!... and in all of His greatness, he chose to be 
a servant… So we should be too.  

 
Transition: Today I want to unpack these 15 verses by looking at 3 
truths from the story of two cousins. Here’s the first: 
 
Truth #1: God Kept His Promise and Sent Jesus for You. (Verse 1) 
Mark 1:1 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;” 

§ Info: In ancient writings, you will frequently find the title of the 
book in the first line. (That’s what we have here) 

Intro: The most frequently used words in the book of Mark are words 
like “straightway” and “immediately.” 

§ Jesus is incessantly busy throughout the book.  
§ It’s a book of action –of breathless activity.   
§ Kyle Shearin calls it the  “go gospel”  
§ Tony Merida calls it the “slide show gospel” 

 
Right away you will get an overwhelming feeling of that as you read 
the first 15 verses…  

§ Info: The other Gospel records spend more time on Jesus’ 
teaching, but Mark focuses mainly on Jesus going.  



Notice the word “Gospel.”  
§ Info: Nowhere in the Bible does the word Gospel refer to a book.  

 
 “What exactly is the Gospel?”  
• We have inherited sin in our spiritual blood stream. We have a 

natural bent toward sin.  
• Because of our sin, we are at odds with a Holy God. His wrath will 

pour down on us.  
• UNLESS…we except God’s way of escape.  
• Because you couldn’t live a perfect life, He sent Jesus who lived a 

perfect life for you. 

Some of you are not Christians and you are asking what do I do with 
the information you just gave me.  

§ Here’s what you do…repent.  
o Repent means to turn from you sin…  
o to give Christ control of your life rather than your sin…  
o to bank your eternal destiny on Jesus’ death, burial, and 

resurrection.  
 

We should never reduce the gospel to just a changed life! 
• The gospel will change your life 

o Nowhere in scripture does someone accept Christ and go 
on with business as usual.  

• BUT, THE GOSPEL IS MORE THEN A CHANGED LIFE!  
 

Sharing the gospel must contain more than, “it changed my life”… 
sharing your testimony is good, but it must be put in its rightful place. 
 

You will run into people who will say  
• “The Internet changed my life.” 
• “GPS changed my life” 
• “Digital cameras changed my life” 
• “Making it to famous changed my life”  



You say, “those are things, I’m speaking of a person that changed my 
life!!!!” 
• You will run into people of the Buda faith who will say   

o “Mohamed changed my life.” 
• Or the Mormon faith, 

o “Joseph Smith changed my life” 
 

Point: Jesus will change your life- But Christianity is more than a 
changed life!  

§ The Gospel says you are dead and Christ can make you 
alive.  

§ The gospel says you are forgiven of a debt that you could 
never pay. 

 
So Mark 1:1 says, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ…” 

1) Its saying something very important… 
o Jesus’s isn’t the heralder of the message– he’s the subject. 
o Jesus didn't come to bring the Gospel–He came to be the 

Gospel.   
 

Let’s break down the three names given to Jesus here: 
• Jesus – that’s the Hebrew word for Joshua  

o Meaning: “Jehovah is salvation.”  
o Common name: There were lots of little Jesus’ running 

around in this day. 
 

• Christ – is the Greek equivalent of Messiah.  
o God promised in the Old Testament that he would send a 

Messiah.  
o The anticipation builds book after book as everyone waits 

for the one who would make all the wrongs things right.  
o The Old Testament prophets didn’t know his name would be 

Jesus, but they knew God would send a Christ.  



• Son of God- This shows the Father’s unique relationship to Jesus.  
o Jesus did not become the Son of God when he came to earth 

– He is and has always been the Son of God.  
§ He is the son who was never born.  
§ God didn’t speak the Son of God into existence like he 

did the moon and the stars. The Son always was.  
 
Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them…ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  

§ You know what Scriptures they had? The Old Testament. God had 
promised to send a Savior, a Deliverer, a Messiah–Jesus is the 
fulfillment of that promise.  

 

Mark 1:2 “As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.” 

§ This is a quote from Malachi 3:1.  
§ Now he gives a quote from Isaiah 40:3 

Mark 1:3 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 

§ This doesn’t mean this guy will sit with his head between his legs 
dropping tears on the ground. Crying is better translated shouting.  

 
This prophet will clear the road for the Messiah the Christ.  

§ “Prepare the way and make his paths straight” alludes to clearing 
a road, removing obstacles, filling in the potholes.  

 
“Prepare” is an imperative which carries the force of a military 
command.  

§ “Jesus’ coach is coming through… make sure the road is in good 
shape.” 

§ Except he wasn’t working on roads… he was working on hearts. 
o “Prepare their hearts to receive me” is the military command 

here.  



Setting: Between the Old and New Testament there were 400 silent 
years.  

§ God was silent 
§ no written Revelation and no prophets.  
§ Men clung to the hope that one would appear.  

 
Then verse 4 happens. (I like how the ESV reads) 
Mark 1:4 “John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 

Truth#1: God kept his promise and sent Jesus for you. Also… 
Truth #2: God Kept His Promise and Sent John for Jesus. (Verse 2–7) 
This prophet would point to the ultimate prophet– who gives all the 
other prophets validity.  
 

It says that John preached in a “wilderness” 
§ When you hear the word wilderness, you make think of lush, 

green foliage with birds squawking loudly and the sound of a 
lion’s roar.  

§ But, the wilderness where John was preaching was much 
different.  
o It was actually a desert—a dry area that experienced small 

amounts of rainfall, in which the living conditions are hostile 
for plants and animals and there is very little vegetation. 

 
Mark 1:5 “And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they 
of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, 
confessing their sins.” 

§ People came from every direction (Jerusalem, Judea, and the 
regions around Jordan)  
o It would take months for people to make this journey, so 

John spent weeks, maybe months doing this work.  
 



When it says “all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem” it is saying 
“steady streams of people we consistently coming to him.”  

§ Some have speculated that as many as 300,000 had come to 
John’s Baptisms…  

§ His biceps were getting a workout – down and up, down and up.  
 

Thought: People were leaving their homes, their cities, their places of 
worship, and everything that was familiar to them in order to travel to 
this desert. 

§ And You can’t help but think: Why the desert?...  
§ Wouldn’t it make sense for John to in the cities where the people 

were? 
 
The fact that John was in the desert proves two things: 
1.     It fulfilled a prophecy found in Isaiah 40:3. 
2.     It was a subtle acknowledgment of Israel’s history of disobedience. 

§ It was originally to the wilderness that Israel came out of Egypt. 
§ When people stepped out of their home into this desert they 

were saying “We know sinners, and we want something more!” 
 
John came preaching repentance  
Repentance is: 

§ a deep change of mind 
§ an altered attitude toward sin 

 

Repentance is not: 
§ merely recognizing sin 
§ or admitting you have sinned 

 

Point: Repentance always carries the idea of not only feeling deep 
agony and brokenness over sin, but also turning from your sin.  
 
 
 

Illustration: Last night I was sitting in my office and was made aware 
of something that was sinful in my life… I was upset with it… but then 
right away prayed and told God how I was practically going to turning 
form it. 



Our Christian life is made up of moments of repentance… all 
stemming from an original moment of repentance when we accepted 
Christ and rejected sin.  
 
In Verses 3-5 John is calling people away from their man-made, 
complicated religious activity to a simple repentant relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Transition: John preached this message with his sermon and his style… 
Look at Mark 1:6 “ And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a 
girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey.” 

§ For his clothes- it was like he was saying, “give me the clothes that 
didn’t even make it into goodwill…” 

§ For his food- his idea of eating out was to catch some 
grasshoppers and visit the local beehive for dessert.  
o He probably dipped the grasshoppers in honey to get them 

down… had to get protean somehow…  
§ Kinda like oysters and tabasco sauce…  

 
Why was he like this? 

§ He knew exactly what he was doing… 
o He was taking on the clothes of the ancient prophet Elijah in 

2 Kings 1:8 who called his people to national repentance.  
§ He was calling people away from lavishness to holiness. 
§ He was protesting self-indulgence in preparation for Christ-

indulgence 
 
That’s why is says in  
Mark 1:7 “There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.” 
 
John is saying, “I’m just singing the national anthem… the real event is 
about to start… REPENT AND BE READY FOR HIM!!!” 



Truth#1: God kept his promise and sent Jesus for you. (vs.1) 
Truth #2: God Kept His Promise and Sent John for Jesus. (vs. 2–7) 
Truth #3: God Kept His Promise and Was Baptized for You.  (Verse 8–15) 
Info: The mother of Jesus (Mary) and the mother of John (Elizabeth) 
were cousins. So that would make John and Jesus second cousins.  
 
If you remember, Mary went to stay with Elizabeth while Elizabeth was 
three months expecting and Mary had just found out she was 
expecting. This stay lasted six months—right up until the time that 
John the Baptist was born. 
 
Point: It is very likely that, as children, Jesus and John played together. 
 
Mary and Elizabeth were close.  

§ Of all the family members that Mary could have stayed with, she 
chose Elizabeth.  

§ For six months, they each carried babies in their womb while 
living under the same roof. That will make you close. 

 
Eventually, Jesus and John lost contact with one another.  

§ We are not sure at what age, but  
o Jesus would grow up in obscurity in Nazareth, and  
o John would go live off the grid in a desert. 

 
When we arrive at this text, both men are coming out of 30 years of 
seclusion. 
 
Mark 1:8 John says, “I indeed have baptized you with water: but he 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.” 
 
 
 



Two quick thoughts about John’s Baptism:  
1) John’s baptism was not intended to induce repentance rather 

administered to those who were repentant. 
o He later says to the pharisees who want to be baptized, 

Matt 3:8 “Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.” 
2) John’s baptism was a pledging to receive the Messiah when he 

came.  
 
Mark 1:9 “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.” 
 
In Vs. 10-11 we see the Trinity on display.  
Mark 1:10-11 “And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 
11 And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
 
This could be a first time introduction for some of you to trinity… Let me 
break it down. 
 
We believe God is three in one.  

§ God is the Father,  
§ God is the son (Jesus), and  
§ God is the Holy Spirit.  

 
Note: They are distinct, but inseparable.  
Note: They are three different persons and have always been three 
different persons.  
• We see the all three persons of the trinity involved in creation 

(Isaiah 64:8, Colossians 1:15–17, Job 33:4). 
• We see all three persons are called God (Philippians 1:2, 

Colossians 2:9, and Acts 5:3) 



Some of you may believe in something called Modalism and not know 
it…  

§ Modalism is that God is a single person who, throughout biblical 
history, has revealed Himself in three modes or forms.  
o In other words: sometimes he manifests himself as the 

Father. and other times he manifest himself as the Son, and 
on Pentecost he manifests himself as the Holy Spirit.  

 

That’s not correct– in theological terms we call that heresy.  
 

That’s why passages like this are important. We see all three persons of 
the trinity acting at the same time.  
• We see God the Father giving His approval of the beginning of 

Jesus’ public ministry. He said, “I am well pleased.”  
• We see God the Son, Jesus Christ being baptized.  
•  We see God the Holy Spirit like a dove, or in the form of a dove, 

resting (coming) upon Jesus.  
 
Point: We do not serve 3 Gods. We serve one God in three persons.  
 
Now let me point at two interesting words in the text: 
1. “opened” (skhē'-zō) (“He saw the heavens opened”) 

§ Meaning: to break or to split… or sever… or maybe this will ring a 
bell “rent”.. 
o It’s the same exact word used in Mark 15:38 “And the veil of 

the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.” 
 

When Jesus was being baptized the heavens were being ripped open 
When Jesus died the veil of the temple was ripped in two  
 
At Jesus baptism, Heaven ripped open and stood with amazement that 
God would come for man. 
At Jesus crucifixion, Heaven ripped open AGAIN and stood with 
amazement that God would die for man.  



2. “dove”  
Have you ever wondered why at Jesus’ baptism we find a dove 
descending upon Jesus?  
 
Why a dove?  

§ He is often pictured in Scripture as a lion or a lamb.  
 
Why not one of those?  

§ BECAUSE-------Listen----- God was making a statement about the 
people that Jesus would identify with.  

 
Info: There were a few animals that people would sacrifice for an 
offering in the Old Testament.  

§ One of those was a bullock.  
o The wealthy could afford to bring the bullock as a sacrifice.  

§ Another animal was the lamb.  
o The lamb would be an animal that the middle class could 

afford.  
§ The final animal would be a dove. 

 
What would a Jew see when they saw a dove? What would they think 
about?  

§ They would think about the offering for the poor man…the man 
who did not have much to offer.  

§ KEY-------- They would think of an offering that would be 
acceptable for all people!!!!! 

 
Christ was the only true offering that would be acceptable for all 
people!  
 
 
 
Transition: We see baptism all throughout these first eleven verses.  



It begs the question, “What is baptism?” 
 
The Greek for baptism is “baptizo” 

§ It means “to dip, immerse, or plunge.” 
o It is the only word ever used for any baptism in the Bible. 

 

A biblical baptism is a “baptizo” 
§ Plain and simple--- This word never refers to sprinkling or pouring.  

 
Baptism is heavily debated today.  

§ Some Presbyterians, Catholics, and Methodists prefer sprinkling 
or pouring instead of immersion.  

§ Many Baptist churches or baptistic churches are not baptizing 
anymore. 

But, if you are sticking with the bible (And we are), then you 
have no other choice then to practice baptism and specifically 
baptism by immersion.  
 
Charles Spurgeon said “Nothing is more plainly taught in the New 
Testament than that it is the duty of every believer in Christ to be 
baptized.” 
 
The Main question in this text however isn’t “what is baptism?” its 
 “Why was Jesus baptized?”  
 
Two reasons Jesus was Baptized:  
1) Jesus was baptized to identify with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

When Jesus came to John, John did not want to baptize Jesus  
§ John in essence was saying, “This is a baptism for sinners. You 

are not a sinner. I am a sinner. I need to be baptized by You. I 
am in the same class of those who are being baptized, Jesus, 
but You are not. You are different. You are sinless. It has been a 
long time since I saw you last…..but I know this: You lived a life I 
could not live.” 



You don’t find this conversation in Mark, but you do find it in the 
parallel passage in Matthew.  

§ Jesus informed John that it was okay to baptize Him.  
 
This was in the plan of God.  

§ Jesus was saying (I paraphrase) Matt 3:15 “I have not sinned—
true; but I am doing this to identify with those who have sinned.”  

§ These are the first recorded words of Jesus since He was 12 when 
He said, “I am about my Father’s business.” He is still about His 
Father’s business, and He says here, “Baptism is My Father’s 
business.” 

 
Transition: Jesus was baptized to identify with you, and, secondly… 
 
2) Jesus was baptized as an example for you. 

§ Jesus is modeling something that later He will command all 
believers to partake of.  

§ Btw, that “later” is Matt 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost:” 

 
The New Testament baptism is a picture of Christ’s Death, Burial, and 
Resurrection. 

§ When we are baptized we are picturing a violent death.  
o We can no longer depend on our heritage, our good works, 

our success, or our morality.  
o We are dying to man’s ways of saving himself. We are dying 

with Christ. 
 

Baptism is simply an outward symbol of an inward reality.  
§ It’s you saying before the church family, “I’M WITH JESUS”!  

 
 



A person can be saved without being baptism.  
§ Just look at the thief on the cross.  
§ But Jesus wasn’t ashamed to identify with you. You shouldn’t be 

ashamed to identify with him.  
 
 
What’s the NEXT thing that happens after Jesus is given approved for 
ministry? 

§ What do you expect next?  
o A great song?  
o A coronation?  
o How about the devil!... 

 
Mark 1:12-13 “And immediately the spirit driveth him into the 
wilderness. 13 And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of 
Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto 
him.” 

§ Info: We read of this account in much greater detail in other 
gospels… but there is one detail here that no other account has… 

§ “and was with wild beasts” 
 
Jonathan Edwards believe that Mark mentions this for the 
encouragement of the Roman readers.  

§ Christians in Rome were being martyred by wild beast under Nero…  
 
Lane says in response to these verses that “The Roman Christians found 
that nothing they could suffer from Nero was alien to the experience of 
Jesus.” 
 
Application for us: We will have our own wilderness experiences, our 
own trials. Jesus identifies with us in our trials. He sympathizes with us. 
He knows. He cares. 
 
The text is saying, “If you are a Christian… Just as the spirit was with 
Christ in his dark days so will it be with you!”  



And then this passage in Mark ends in vs. 14-15 with Christ preaching 
the very same gospel that began the passage.  
 
Mark 1:1 “the gospel of Jesus Christ...” 
Mark 1:15 that same Jesus preached “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 

§ It ends on what it began with… the gospel… and our call to 
repent and believe in light of it.  

 
We are left with one question: Will we repent and believe the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
A story of two cousins: One seemed crazy, one was Christ the messiah… 
BUT they both had the same message… Repent and believe… Will you? 


