
 

UNBELIEF | Mark 6:1-29 
 

Some have called chapter 5 The Faith Chapter, if that’ the case then chapter six 
deserves the title The No Faith Chapter. 

Here’s what I’ve got for you this week and next:  

Þ This week: 3 stories of unbelief  

Þ Next week: 3 stories of disbelief 
 
 

Unbelief: 

• Jesus returns to his hometown & faces unbelief (1–
6) Home-town Hero…zero 

 
• Jesus sends out 70 ppl & they face unbelief (7–13) 

 
 

• JB preaches Jesus & faces unbelief (14–29) 
 
 

Transition to three WOW stories. They leave you in… 

Dis-belief: 

• Buffet in the wilderness (5,000) makes the meal with no ingredients. 
o Jesus can satisfy! 

• Walking on water 
o Jesus gives courage! 

• Healing people 
o Jesus will reign!



 

The first story of unbelief: 

I. Jesus returns to his hometown & faces unbelief/rejection (1–6) 
 

Mark 6:1 “And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and 
his disciples follow him.” 

Why does he take them to Nazareth?  

Þ Because he wants them to see what rejection is like.  

• He’s killing it so far: Lepers, demons, raising people from the dead. 

• It’s a win, win, win… 
 
So Jesus thinks to himself: “Where could I take my disciples to be prepared for 
the hardship of ministry? I know…HOME” 

 
One year before the events of Mark 6, at the beginning of his public ministry, 
Jesus had suffered intense rejection in his hometown of Nazareth.  
• Luke 4 records what happened:  

o He stood in the families synagogue and quoted verses 1 and 2 of 
chapter 61 of Isaiah… Luke says that (vs 22)- “all spoke well of him”  

o But then he began to preach confrontationally, and they didn’t think 
will of him anymore… 

§ It says the crowed “rose up and drove him out of the town and 
brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, 
so that they could throw him down the cliff” (Luke 4:29).  

§ The loving municipality of Nazareth tried to kill their homegrown 
boy just as he began his ministerial career. That is rejection! 

 
• More recently, Mark 3:21, 31-34 his family tries to restrain him and take him 

back to Nazareth because it says they thought “He (was) out of his mind.” 
 
Info: Mahaney says that Nazareth only had about 500 people in the town (Akin 
says 200).  

• The whole town could fit in our building.  



 

Vs. 2 Jesus comes to this town and teaches… look at their first response: 

Mark 6:2 “And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the 
synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence hath 
this man these things? and what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that 
even such mighty works are wrought by his hands.” 
 
• Their initial reaction was amazement.  

o They were amazed at two things: his “wisdom” and his “mighty 
works.”  

• But then they began wispering…  
o  “Isn’t this the carpenter? This man is a common laborer—the 

village handyman! He’s not so great. He has a Galilean accent just 
like us.” 

 
Here’s the truth: Jesus was a carpenter---He creates things with wood, 
metal, or stone.  
 
Justin Martyr (from middle of second century) said that “Jesus made 
plows and yokes.” 

 
Garland says, “He could have the skill to do almost anything – from…making 
pieces of furniture, … stools, benches, to erecting small buildings, particularly 
making the beams, window lattices, doors, and bolds. Jesus must have been 
technically skilled and physically strong.” 

 
 

Here’s the point: Jesus was not trained in rabbical schools…He did manual 
laborer… he was a handyman 
• He is uneducated and unschooled.  
• He has no PhD or MDiv.  
• He doesn’t even have a B.A degree!  
• He may have not even graduated from High School.  
• He is a construction worker!  

 
It’s like going to Home Depot and saying “you know Bob on aisle 4…Yeah he’s the 
Messiah?” 



 

Let me bring out the rest of this section with application: 

Application 1––Familiarity with Jesus can breed contempt. 
 
If you’re around the Gospel a lot …be careful! 

Þ It’s not uncommon for deacons’ kids, preacher’s kids, Small group 
leaders’ Kids to not believe; It’s not hard for Ministry Kids to 
become hardened to the gospel 

 
There are people in here who have been in church longer than I have been alive … 

Þ Church can turn into your routine or religion instead of a relationship.  
 
If I were to ask everyone in this room one by one: “What’s the worst thing you’ve 
ever done?”  

Þ I can guarantee that almost no one would say it was unbelief… 
Þ Many don’t even feel guilty for unbelief.  

 
Interesting enough… this is the last time Jesus will go back to Nazareth… Why? 
Þ Vs. 6 “unbelief” 

 
Vs. 3 the village says “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of 
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? 
And they were offended at him.” 
 
Vs. 5 says that Jesus “could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands 
upon a few sick folk, and healed them. And he marvelled because of their 
unbelief….” 
 
Let me make it clear: Jesus could not do miracles because he would not.  

§ Omnipotence is not omnipotence if it is bound by anything but its own will.  
§ Jesus was morally compelled not to show his power.  

o Matthew 13:58 makes this clear: “And he did not do many mighty 
works there, because of their unbelief”   

o Unbelief freezes the exercise of God’s power. 
 
Þ Be mindful of familiarity breeding contempt in your life with Jesus…  



 

Application 2––Familiarity with Jesus can breed flippancy. 
 
 

Jesus isn’t your Tim the Tool Man Taylor, your home-boy, your camping 
buddy, or small-town politician. I know he’s closer than a brother. A friend 
to sinners, but… 
Þ We will never be running a risk of placing Him to high. 

 
Where did the villages unbelief come from? 

Vs. 3 reveals their issue: “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of 
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? 
And they were offended at him.” 

They call him: “Son of Mary”  
Þ This was a Patriarchal society.  

• Meaning: You never referred to a person as the son of the mother. 
• This was a smack in the face to Christ…  
• They were saying, “we don't know who got Mary pregnant.” 
• They were mad that He was so eloquent and so powerful and they 

couldn’t come up with a legitmiat response so they throw out a Cheap 
shot –  

§ They say “You’re an Illegitimate child born to a whore…” 
 
Application: Jesus could have healed people all day long… News could have spread 
of him throughout the entire world… but without belief it was useless…  
 
Let me bring this home: we can add new programs until the cows come home… 
we can advertise them until there aren’t enough hours in the day to print them… 
BUT THE CHURCH IS ROBBED OF ITS POWER WITH UNBELIEF!  
 
Hebrews 11:6 says “without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek 
him.” 
 
 



 

 
So that’s the first set of disbelief: 

II. Jesus sends out ppl & they face unbelief/rejection (7–13) 
 
Let me sum up vs. 7-13 and then we will walk through it: 
 
Here is the summary:  The Christian’s ministering of the gospel is filled with great 
joys and great difficulties.   
Þ You are going to have to shake some things off. 

 
In basic: Each place the disciples went they compelled people to make a 
decision for or against Christ.  
Þ Jesus said, “If they don’t listen, shake the dust off of your shoes on 

their porch.” 
§ Jesus wasn’t saying to shake them off…but rather Shaking the offense 

off. (This is not vindictive or insulting--It provoked people to think.) 
 

Maybe Jesus asked them… 
When you’re rejected at the door…  
When you’re rejected by the whole town… 
When you feel insecure or unsafe… 
When you’re tempted with lure of luxury… 

Þ What are you going to do? Shake it off! 
 
 

Application  – What are we going to do church? Shake it off 
§ Someone rejects you b/c they reject Christ? 
§ When someone you invited doesn’t show up? 
§ Your witness creates a socially awkward moment? 
§ They choose not to come to your small group? 
§ When you fear what other people will think about you. 

 
The gospel is not dependent upon how well you defend it or tell it… Just do 
your part and let God do his 

 
Long before Taylor Swift told her disciples to Shake it off 
– Jesus told his! 



 

Now let’s walk through this just for a moment:  
 
Vs. 7 “And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two 

and two…” 
 
1) Do mission as a team.  
 
A basic question to ask here is: Why did Jesus send them in two’s? 

a) This was a smart move because you had to have 2 witnesses to meet the 
legal requirement for authentic testimony. (You can read this in Numbers 
35:30; Deuteronomy 17:6) 

 
b) Lone rangers are easy targets for the devil:  

§ John the Baptist employed the same technique in Luke 7 and so did 
the Early Church in Acts 13, 15, and 19. 

§ The accountability will keep you focused and encouraged!  
 

2) Do mission lean and mean. Don’t be encumbered by material things. 
 
Vs. 8 “(Jesus) commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, 

save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse: But be shod with 
sandals; and not put on two coats…” 

 
 
Kent Hugh’s says of this verse “The minimum of provisions was meant to call out 
the maximum of faith.” 
 
Application: Today we are more in danger of having too much baggage than too 
little.  

§ The Apostolic Church could say in Acts 3:6: “I have no silver and gold, but 
what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 
and walk!”  

§ Much of the modern church can say neither…  
 
Dependence on God is necessary to meet and evangelize an unbelieving world. 
 
Vs. 12 “And they went out, and preached that men should repent.” 

- They just went out and preached… they had an expectation of provision!  
 
3) Do mission with the expectation that God will provide. 
 



 

III. JB preaches Jesus & faces unbelief/rejection (14–29) 
 

1–6 -- “I will not even entertain that you are the king” 
7–13 -- “You may be their king– but not mine.” 
14–29 -- “I will kill you if you say he’s the king.” 

 
The events that now unfold are seedy and slimy.  

§ Pastor Akin says of this next section that “Jerry Springer, Kardashians, 
All My Children, and Modern Family have nothing on this 1st century 
zoo of a family.” 

 
This is the same Herod you see everywhere in Bible (except Matt. 2, Luke 1).  

§ Fun fact: He married his brother’s wife. 

 
 

Herod was … 
• Weirdly fascinated by John’s preaching. He was man who likes to 

hear the Word of God, but never obey it. (john could bring in a crowd) 
 

• He liked the ladies too. His wife knew that and sent her daughter to 
his b-day (more like a bachelor) party to dance for him. 

 
You say what type of dance was it? Well…it wasn’t a line dance. 

 
Application – not much has changed. 

§ Guys love dancing girls; girls love attention.  
o The whole thing is a picture of debauchery.  
o Young people, don’t follow this teenage girl – don’t seek the 

attention of others through immoral actions whether on 
technology or physically. This is the way of destruction.  

Let me summarize vs. 14-20 quickly:  
§ JB (John the Baptist) comes on the scene saying to Herod, “Are you 

from WV? This isn’t kosher.”  
§ Herod didn’t agree and placed John in prison. 



 

 
Now we are at Vs. 22-  

§ In moment of Intoxication of sexual allure – he says “I will buy you 
anything no matter the cost” 

§ She ran to her mother and came back with her request, “The head of 
John the Baptist on a platter.” 

 
Immediately, he realized what had happened. He was set up. 

 
Vs. 26 “And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and for their 
sakes which sat with him, he would not reject her.” 
 
T. W. Manson says it so well about this verse, “Herodias felt that the only place 
where her marriage-certificate could safely be written was on the back of the 
death- warrant of John the Baptist” 
 
Vs. 27 “And immediately the king sent an executioner, and commanded his head to 
be brought: and he went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 And brought his head 
in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her mother. 
29 And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it 
in a tomb.” 
 
Application: He knew it wasn't right but he couldn't stop. He did things he never 
thought he would do. 
 
You have the urge to sin… and you don't want to…. but you can't stop. 

§ losing your temper 
§ looking at that pornography 
§ Taking that prescribed medicine that you know you no longer need 

 
Eventually this sin will harden your heart where you will not care anymore.  
 
How do I know? 

§ A couple of years later Jesus will stand before him and Herod could care less. 
 
 



 

Here’s the Point: Sin leads you to do things you never thought you would do. 
 

This story is a tragedy.  
Þ Not tragedy b/c John was killed. That’s triumph.  

• Dying for Christ is privilege.  
Þ The tragedy is that Herod rejected Jesus.  

 
 

Three challenges to leave with three crowds: 
1. For the unbelieving Nazareth crowd in this room:  
Don’t let familiarity with Jesus breed contempt…  
 
Don’t miss the AWE of Christ because you’ve heard about him for the 
last 45 years in church…. 
 
 
2. For the unbelieving Harrods in this room: 
Don’t let your story be a story of tragedy…  
 
Don’t let sin take you farther then you wanted to go… 

 

3. For the evangelizing disciples and JB’s in this room: 

Jesus spoke of you in John 14:12 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 
on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he 
do.” 

Jesus not only said you can do it… He said it will be greater then what HE did! 

 

How? Let me close with a story…  

 



 

During the war in the Pacific, a sailor in a United States submarine was stricken 

with acute appendicitis.  

• The nearest surgeon was thousands of miles away.  

• A Pharmacist Mate Wheller Lipes watched the seaman’s temperature 
rise to 106 degrees. His only hope was an operation.  

Wheller Lipes said: “I have watched doctors do it. I think I could. What do you 

say?” The sailor consented.  

• In the wardroom, about the size of our janitors closet, the patient was 
stretched out on a table beneath a floodlight.  

• The mate and assisting officers, dressed in reversed pajama tops and masked 
their faces with gauze.  

• The crew stood on each side of the sub remaining still to keep the ship 
steady;  

• the cook boiled water for sterilizing.  

• A tea strainer served as an antiseptic cone.  

• A broken-handled scalpel was the operating instrument.  

• Alcohol drained from the torpedos was the antiseptic.  

• And Bent tablespoons served to keep the muscles open.  

After cutting through the layers of muscle, the mate took twenty minutes to find 

the appendix. Two and a half hours later, the last stitch was sewed... Thirteen days 

later the patient was back at work. 

It was a great thing—greater than any surgeon could ever have done…Not because 
it was better, but because Wheller Lipes, A humble pharmacist mate, did it.. and in 
terrible conditions…  



 

 
You can go today and read Wheeler B Lipe’s 
gravestone at the Arlington National 
Cemetery…. It reads: Purple Heart, Submarine 
Pharmacist’s mate…   
 
So you ask, “how can Jesus say they we will do 
greater works then he did?”  
• It’s not because it is better… it’s because 

the vessel was a frail human instrument.  
 
So,  
• go out in two’s into the world …  
• speak out with boldness to the Herod like 

people all around you….  
 

Go face UNBELIEF! 
 


