
  

In America we have our beloved Bill of Rights. 
§ They guarantee rights such as religious freedom, freedom of the press, and 

trial by jury to all American citizens.  
§ All people in the U.S., whether citizen or non-citizen, have certain rights 

under the U.S. Constitution and other laws. 
 
One man said, “You have the right to remain silent, shout it from the rooftops.”  
 
Even If you are not a U.S. citizen, you have the rights given to you!  
 
In Mark 7:24-30 we see a lady who doesn’t have or claim to have any rights.   

§ In Western cultures we believe in the assertion of our rights. You hear people 
saying all the time, “This is what I’m owed.” Or “I have rights you know!” 

§ Mark 7 is a demonstration of the opposite. This lady is demonstrating 
rightless assertiveness…..something we know little about.  
o She’s not saying, “Lord, give me what I deserve on the basis of my 

goodness.” She’s saying, “Give me what I don’t deserve on the basis of 
your goodness—and I need it now.”  

 
Here’s my title for today: 

NO RIGHTS | MARK 7:24-30 

§ My plea for you, as we walk through these 7 verses, is to step into this 
woman’s shoes and approach Jesus boldly. 

 
Mark 7:24 “And from thence he arose…” 
 
Let me give you some interesting context for this passage: 

1) This text is Sandwiched in the middle of two passages where Jesus 
compassionately and miraculously feeds multitudes with bread (Ch. 6 and 
again in Ch. 8). Today we will see him give a Gentile the bread of life. 

2) If you remember: Vs. 1-23 talks about what makes a person clean or unclean.  
Þ Today we see Jesus go to an “unclean” land, associate himself with 

“unclean” Gentile and heal a little girl of an unclean spirit. 
 
 



  

So… it says,  
Mark 7:24 “And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and 
Sidon (20ish miles from where he was)…” 
 

§ Just something to note: Roughly nine hundred years earlier, the prophet 
Elijah journeyed to this same area during Israel’s drought, when wicked King 
Ahab sought to find him… 
o If you know the story (1 Kgs 17), Elijah provided food for a 

Syrophoenician woman and her son, between Tyre and Sidon, and 
later resurrected the son.  

 
So it says that when Jesus arrived he “entered into an house, and would have no 
man know it:” 

§ Jesus wasn’t playing a game of hide and seek. He was on a private tour… He 
was specifically working with his disciples to train them for future ministry.  

 
But it didn’t stay private, it says he “he could not be hid.” 
 
This shouldn’t be a surprise for two reasons…  

1) If you see Jesus and 12 guys walking into town it won’t stay a secret for long.  
2) In Mark 3:8 it says “people from “the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon” had been 

among the crowds that followed Jesus during His Galilean ministry. 
o So, they most likely saw the miracles and spread the news…  

 
So even though the trip was planned as a type of retreat for the disciples and he… 
He KNEW what divine appointment was waiting for them…  

§ Matter of fact, I firmly believe this was a planned event to teach his disciples 
about witnessing. 
o This was a vivid example of TRUE FAITH and the future open door to 

the gentile world.  
 
Here is my outline for today: 

1) 25-26: An unworthy outsider cries out to Jesus for Grace and Mercy. 
2) 27-28: Jesus responds with a parable and she finishes the parable.   
3) 29-30: Faith is Affirmed and Grace is Received.   



  

1. An unworthy outsider cries out to Jesus for grace and mercy. (25-26) 
Mark 7:25 “For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit...” 
 
The parallel account in Matthew 15:22 explains, she “began to cry out, saying, 
‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.” 
 
Info: Some theologian believe here that the Greek language here implies that this 
demon was causing the daughter to perform immoral sexual acts.  
 
There is NO DOUBT that this mother’s heart was aching for her daughter.  

§ she had likely performed whatever ceremonies she thought would appease 
her false gods, but with solution ever given… no way out… 

 
But then it says that this certain woman, vs 25, “heard of him, and came and fell at 
his feet…” 

§ John McCarther believes that this woman had probably lived in Galilee and 
actually saw Jesus there since she knew so much about him.  

§ We don’t actually know though… but it would have been cool to be there 
when she heard.  

 
Vs. 25 tells us that she heard of Jesus.. falls on her face at his feet…  
Vs. 26b she pleads for Jesus to cast out the devil in her daughter…  
 
BUT in-between Mark adds an important detail that brings the tension…  
 
This is what he says,  
Mark 7:27 “The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation…” 

Þ Gentile (non-Jew), probably spoke Greek  
Þ Syrophoenican by birth (Phoenicia belonged to Syria) 
Þ The parallel passage, Matthew 15:22, calls her a Canaanite woman 

o The ancient enemies of Israel (Exodus 23) 
o They were supposed to be an extinct people…  

 
 
What does all of that mean? 



  

Þ She’s a gentile woman, outside of the nation of Israel 
Þ She is considered “unclean” culturally, genetically and ceremonly.  
Þ And not just “unclean” just because she didn’t keep the law and the 

traditions, but considered “unclean” because she was born that 
way…because she was a Gentile. 

 
She was innately unclean: an outsider to the covenant, not worthy of the grace 
and mercy of God.  

§ This was the pinnacle of uncleanness in the Jewish world…  
 
And what does she do…  
Þ Well, Jesus wasn’t I public… vs. 24 says he’s in a house… 
Þ she barges right in.  

o By all custom and culture and tradition she didn’t belong there with 
him.  

o It wasn’t just rude to invite herself in, it would have been offensive.  
§ Matthews account tells us the disciples wanted Jesus to send her 

away (Matt. 15:23). “And his disciples came and besought him, 
saying, Send her away...” 

 
So here we are  

§ in an “unclean” land,  
§ in an “unclean” house,  
§ with “unclean” woman  
§ who has a daughter with an “unclean spirit.”  

 
She’s uninvited, unwelcomed by the disciples, and begging…  
 
Three things we can say about this woman: 

1) She’s Hungry: she is desperately starving for the bread of mercy and grace 
from the hand of Jesus. 

2) She’s Humble: she fell down at the feet of Jesus; prostrate (lying flat on the 
ground, with her face to the floor) indication of both grief and reverence. 

3) She’s Helpless Herself Yet Hopeful in Him:  
 

 



  

Despite all indications to the contrary, she was hopeful.  
§ She was humble herself but confident in Jesus.  
§ She’d heard about his power and miracle working.  
§ He had left his home country to come to hers.  
§ And in this situation he was her only hope. Jesus was her only hope.  

 
APPLICATION: How about you?  
Þ Are you hungry, humble and hopeful for the grace and mercy of Jesus?  
Þ Have you cried out for his mercy and grace? 

 
Here’s two important questions to ask our self at this point.  
 
1. When would we be like this lady: 

1) When We are desperately aware of our need.  
2) When we are helpless ourselves yet hopeful in another 
 

2. Why are we not like this lady?  
 
Here’s some Possible reasons: 
1. You Don’t think you need it. 

• Self-righteous (I’m already good enough. Don’t see myself as a sinner. I’m 
clean already.) 

• Pride (I can do it myself. I can make myself clean.) 
• Ignorance & apathy (I’m doing just fine, thank you. I really don’t care.) 

2. You Don’t believe Jesus can’t do it. 
• Disbelief (hard heartedness…Don’t believe in God. Heaven isn’t real. The 

Bible isn’t true. Jesus isn’t God and he can’t forgive sins and change 
people.) 

• Self-loathing & fatalism (I’m too bad, too unclean. Jesus can’t forgive me. 
I’m a lost cause.) 

3. You Aren’t willing to ask for it. 
You can think you need it and even that Jesus can do it, but you still 
won’t bend the knee, call him Lord, and receive his mercy. Why? 

 
You won’t submit your will and your life to him.  
 



  

This text should challenge those wrong assumptions… 
 
This lady dropped all of those assumptions and THROUGH herself at Jesus FEET! 

 
And what does Jesus do??????? 

1. Nothing…  
Þ Matthew says in 15:23 that “He did not answer her a word.” 
Þ And apparently that lasted awhile because look what his disciples do in Matt 

15:23.. “…his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she 
is crying out after us.”  
o “She won’t stop… it’s too much to handle… please just send her 

away…” 
 
So then he finally does say something – his first words--- Matt 15:24 “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

2. I’m not her for you…. 
WWHHHAAAAttt….. this isn’t typical stuff here…  
 
So what does the lady do… get up and leave?  
 
Matt 15:25 “she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 
 
Now what does Jesus do????? 
 

3. Jesus calls her a dog…  
What????? 
Þ At this point, you’ve got to be thinking, “this aint the same Jesus I know...” 

 
But it actually is… Jesus knew exactly what he was doing…  
Þ You see, Jesus was preparing Peter and the disciples for the day that they 

would be ministering to the entire gentile world… They needed this…  
Þ Jesus knew that Pentecost was coming… the disciples did not..  

 
So this is Jesus pitching a home run and this lady knocks it out of the park… 



  

Section #2 
2. Jesus responds with a parable and she finishes the parable. (27-28) 
Here’s the parable that Jesus gives, vs 27: “Let the children first be filled: for it is 
not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.” 
 
On the surface this appears to be an insult. 
Þ To us it seems to be something the Jews would have said since we read of 

them calling Gentiles dogs and dirty… unclean scavengers.  
Þ But Jesus used a different Greek word then they did… the Greek word he 

used meant puppy… not dogs.  
 
So what is Jesus really saying and doing here?  
Þ Jesus is not saying, “I’m not here for you at all…” 
Þ Jesus is not saying, “I am only going to feed the children…”  
Þ Jesus IS saying, “I’m first here for the Jews…” 
Þ “I’m first here to feed the nation of Israel….”  

 
Jesus is saying, “There’s an order here, first I’m going to Israel then to the other nations.” 
 
The lady in the text got it… and was also witty about it… she finishes Christ’s 
parable. 
 
Vs 28: “And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the 
table eat of the children's crumbs.” 
 
She is saying, “I know I’m not a Jew. I know I’m not part of the covenant people. I 
know I’m on the outside. I know I belong to an idolatrous country, an idolatrous 
race. I know all that. I know You’re in the privileged position, the Jews are in the 
privileged position, I know that.” 
 
She comes empty-handed and can make no claim. SHE HAS NO RIGHTS!!!  
Þ She doesn’t say, “BUT YOU OWE ME!!! ITS ONLY FAIR!!”  
Þ She doesn’t try to blame some mythical systematic racism and say that he 

OWES her this because of what happened in the land of Cannan…   
 



  

She says, “I am nothing, I have nothing, I bring nothing. Can I have a seat at your 
table?” 
 
Look with me at Jesus’s response in Matthew 15:28 
“Then… after that response… Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great 
is thy faith.” And let me paraphrase… “it’s done”  
 
3. Faith is Affirmed and Grace is Received.  (29-30) 
 
Mark finished it off like this: Vs 29-30, “And he said unto her, For this saying go 
thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. And when she was come to her 
house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed.” 
 
 
Two things to take home: 
1. We aren’t the privileged people… We are gentiles…  
Þ Today to fully grasp this text, you will to step out of your “I have rights 

mentality.”  
Þ Even more… To fully receive Jesus, you have to step out of your “I have rights 

mentality.”  
 
2. Jew or Gentile: It’s the same bread, the same meal, the same God…  

§ God has always been the God of all people… N.T. and Old.  
§ Psalm 67:1 “God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to 

shine upon us; Selah. 2 That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving 
health among all nations. 3 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the 
people praise thee. 4 O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt 
judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. Selah. 5 Let 
the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee.” 

 

Big point: Jesus knew that this encounter was a preview to hundreds of 
encounters that the men standing around him would have… He built this up 
on purpose…  
Þ He knew that almost all of the men standing around him would one day 

become martyrs for reaching people like this lady…  



  

Þ Even more so… He knew that he would be the martyr for all of the gentile 
men and woman to come! 

 
3. We don’t have any rights in the lens of scripture…  
People listen me… We need to stop for a moment and see 
ourselves not as people with RIGHTS!  
Þ We are so consumed with this as Americans!!!!  

o You can’t make me wear a mask! 
o You can’t tell me how to vote! 
o You can’t tell me what to do with my guns! 
o I have the RIGHT!  

 
And maybe that’s okay… be here’s what I fear: 
We can become SO Misplaced… that we start viewing 
Jesus through a red, white and blue lens…  
Þ We don’t have any rights in the lens of scripture…  
Þ Place yourself in the shoes of this humble, persistent, determined, faith filled 

woman… Bring your empty hands to Jesus.  
 
Statement: I’d rather be a house dog if Jesus is my master then a king in this 
world’s castle.  
 
Let me close with the prayer of Thoman Cramner, “We do not presume to come to 
this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy 
manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to 
have mercy:” 
 
We have no rights… Jesus says come…  

 
 


