
  

Today we come to Mark 9:14-29.  
Þ This entire text can be summed up in vs.23 & 24: “Jesus said unto him, If 

thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.24 And 
straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 
o This passage is about faith.  
o This is about believing.  
o In fact, it is a lesson on the power of faith.  

My title:  

A lesson on the power of faith & prayer | Mark 9:14-29 
 
Þ Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5, “we walk by faith and not by sight.”  
Þ Paul, writing to the Galatians in chapter 2 says, “We live by the faith of the 

Son of God.”  
Þ Hebrews 11 says, “Without faith, it is impossible to please God, and faith is 

the evidence of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  
 
Faith is the dominating feature of the life of every Christian because we have to 
put our trust entirely in what we cannot see. 
 
What do I mean by that?  
Þ We trust in a God we have not seen.  
Þ We trust in a Christ we have not seen.  
Þ We trust in a Holy Spirit we have not seen.  
Þ We embrace a death and resurrection we have not seen.  
Þ We trust in a justification we have not seen.  
Þ We look for a fulfillment in eternal heaven, which we have not seen.  

 
Peter describes us this way, “We love the One we have not seen.”  



  

We live by faith. (AND HERE IS THE KEY) 
Þ It is not blind faith, it is faith based on evidence.  

Þ And the evidence for our faith, what anchors our faith, is the Scripture,  
o This is why I believe we should preach expositional.   
o WE LIVE AND DIE BY THE WORD OF GOD!  
o It tells us all we need to know, and it is a true Word, it is a sure Word. 

 
Again, with all of that said… our entire life is a life of faith!  
 
But in Mark 9, for over 2 years, the disciples had lived by sight.  
Þ They had walked with Jesus 24/7.  
Þ They had heard everything He taught right out of His own mouth.  
Þ They had seen all of His reactions with their own eyes. 
Þ They had seen every way that He had dealt with circumstances of all kinds, 

running the gamut, and they had experienced it with Him.  
Þ They had seen every miracle that He had performed.  

o Every time He cast out demons, they were there.  
o When He raised the dead, they were there.  

 
They lived by sight. But soon they would have to live by faith. 
Þ The power was always in their midst because Jesus was always there, and 

so there was never a time when they didn’t have the power because the 
very power itself was present.  

Þ But here in this incident, there is a lesson on the power of faith that they 
really need to learn because it just so happens in this incident that Jesus is 
not there.  

 
And here is a question that we all need to ask ourselves…  
Þ How are you going to behave when He’s not there?  
Þ How are you going to access the power when He’s not there?  



  

Point:  
Þ They needed to learn that’s the way they were going to have to live.  
Þ We need to learn that because it is our entire life…. A life of faith… not sight 

 
If you remember last week we looked at the pinnacle of the book of Mark: The 
presentation of Christ as a suffering servant. And then God appearing on the 
mount of transfiguration and saying listen to what He is saying.  
 
I can’t help but think that the transfiguration and our passage today and uniquely 
connected.  
Þ In the transfiguration, the Father is pleased; in this incident, the earthly 

father is tortured.  
Þ In the transfiguration, there’s a perfect Son; here, there’s a corrupted son.  
Þ In the transfiguration, you have fallen men in holy wonder; in this story, you 

have a fallen son in unholy horror.  
 
This is one of the most dramatic scenes in all the New Testament.  
Þ It involves demon possession, a boy filled with a demon, & an unclean spirit.  

  
With all of that said, lets jump into the text.  
 
In Mark 9:9-13 Jesus is on his way down from the mountain with his inner circle.  
Þ They are having a conversation about what just happened and asking about 

Elijah and Moses, the timing of it all and the resurrection.  
Þ No doubt they still didn’t understand it all but they were ecstatic!  

 
Then we reach vs. 14 
“And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and 
the scribes questioning with them.  And straightway all the people, when they 
beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him.” 
 



  

The other nine disciples were being heckled and taunted by a group of scribes.  
Þ The disciples had attempted an exorcism and failed, and the scribes were 

making sure everyone knew…   
Þ Not only that but we know from a parallel passage that they were 

blaspheming Jesus.  
They were saying: “The messenger is as the man himself. You’re phonies and so is 
your master!”  
 
Then Jesus walks up and it says “all the people were greatly amazed.”  
Þ The word for amazed in the Greek is ek-thäm-bayo 
Þ It’s hard to express the level of excitement here. Only Mark uses this word 

in the scriptures.  
o It’s almost as if you could picture some middle schoolers screaming for 

excitement as their favorite musician walks onto the stage at a 
concert… 

o Or it’s almost like me on the opening day on Chick-fil-a’s seasonal 
peach milkshake… Can’t contain myself…  

 
So what does Jesus do? Vs. 16 
“And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them?.” 
Þ The scribes were too scared to answer and the disciples were too 

embarrassed. 
Þ So the distraught father answers… (Btw. Luke’s account says he’s on his knees) 

(Vs. 17)“Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 
18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and 
gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they 
should cast him out; and they could not.” 
 
In Luke 9:38  the father is recorded saying: “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, 
for he is my only child”  
 



  

If you look at all of the gospels together you really see a sad picture.  
Þ In Mark 9:18 The demon seizes the boy (9:18)— 
Þ Luke 9:39 the child screams  
Þ Mark 9:18 the spirit throws him to the ground, and he foams at the mouth. 

He grinds his teeth and becomes stiff as a board. 
Þ Matthew 17:15 tells us he has been cast into a fire or water by the spirit, so 

that he is covered with burn scars.  
Þ But even worse we learn in Mark 9:17 & 25, the spirit has made him deaf 

and mute.  
He lived an aquarium- like existence.  
Þ He could see what was going on around his broken body, but he could not 

hear or speak. 
 
This makes me think of a story I read of a 14 year old boy named Thomas Sullivan.  
I got this from a Chicago tribune article.  
Þ In summary, “This studious boy within a matter of weeks became involved 

in the occult and Satan worship. He stabbed his own mother, set fire to the 
house (hoping to kill his father and brother), and then cut his own throat 
and wrists with his Boy Scout knife and died outside in the bloody snow.” 
 

Satan has always been and will always be in the business of distorting the Imago 
Dei. (the image of God.) 
Þ Anything he can do to destroy this in man is for him, in his twisted thinking, 

a triumph over God. 
 
Often Satan’s attacks are more subtle and respectable and civiil seduction… BUT 
HERE ME! Whatever method he uses…He finds pleasure in twisting up lives!  
 
The attacks on this boy in Mark 9 serve as a powerful reminder of how real the 
tension is between the Life-give and the life destroyer.  
 



  

Transition: The rest of the story describes Christ’s diagnosis of the problem, and 
his answer in both word and action.  
Þ The answer is one that the Church today needs as much or more than the 

disciples then. 
 

Section #1: The Diagnosis: Powerlessness through unbelief (vs.19) 
 

Jesus initial response was both a diagnosis and an emotional cry from the heart.  
“He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with 
you? how long shall I suffer you?” 
This is a harsh response from Jesus… why?  
Þ Because the father just said in verse 18 that he asked the disciples to help 

and they couldn’t…  
Þ Matter of fact Luke says in his account that the man then proceeded to beg 

them and they still couldn’t do it…  
 
Why would Jesus be upset about that?  
Þ Because in Mark 6:13 it says, “Regarding the apostles, they were casting out 

many demons.”  
Þ How did they do that? Verse 7,  
Þ “He gave them authority over the unclean spirits.”  
Þ Jesus had delegated power to them, They had been doing it.  

o Chapter 6 says that. “And they were casting out many demons.”  
What’s going on here? Why do they now fail? What’s wrong?  
 
Jesus answers it in vs. 19. … they are “faithless”…  
Þ That’s the problem….They didn’t believe.  

 
So Jesus calls them a “faithless generation” or “unbelieving generation” HARSH!  
Þ That could be true of the crowd who didn’t believe in Him - certainly was.  



  

Þ It could be true to some degree of the father who certainly didn’t have a 
mature faith in Him.  

Þ But the focus really is on them.  
 
You know, when you think about the things that Christ suffered, this, I think, in 
my mind, would be one of the toughest things to deal with.  
Þ A lack of trust… 

 
THINK ABOUT IT!  
Þ God the Son, living in glory, accustomed to perfect angelic trust, perfect 

angelic love, perfect angelic devotion,  
Þ and then to come down here and have to deal with these men who have a 

lack of faith in Him and in His power.  
 
I’ve got to think that moments like this was part of Him learning obedience as a 
slave, by suffering the wounds inflicted on Him…  
Þ It wasn’t only by His enemies but by His own followers who struggled to 

trust Him.  
 
Application: what wounds have you given Jesus this week?  
Þ If you had a spousal relationship that was always filled with doubt and 

distrust you would hate it… But often times we do that to Christ and never 
blink an eye….  

 
Jesus is feeling the pain of distrust from his disciples… they didn’t have faith to 
cast out the demon… EVEN THOUGH THEY HAD DONE IT BEFORE…. 
 
So you have to ask the question: What was the difference?  
Þ Always before, Jesus was where? There.  
Þ Now, when He’s gone, they’re struggling to believe.  
Þ BTW… This is good for them… because in a few months Jesus would be gone   



  

Jesus went on to say “how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you?” 
Þ In other words: “will you ever learn?”  

 

Section #2: The Answer: Power through Faith (vs.19-27) 
 

First thing Jesus does after rebuking his team is call for the boy. 
 
Vs. 19 “bring the boy to me.” 
 

So they started bringing the boy to him…  
Þ and then the spirit saw him and immediately it convulsed the boy…  
Þ he fell on the ground and rolled about…. Foaming at the mouth..  

 
Then Jesus asks the father in vs. 21 “How long is it ago since this came unto him? 
And he said, Of a child. and ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the 
waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, 
and help us.” 
 
Jesus knew what he was doing here… He was bringing the attention back on the 
boy in the best way he could… through the father… 
 
Illustration: this week I have been thinking and praying about Marley Ann… She is 
on my heart so vividly… Just recently born she has a skull that is deformed and an 
arm with potential nerve damage. They are most likely going to have to break her 
skull up and reform it so her brain can grow properly…  
Þ If you think about it please add her to your pray list.. Marley Ann Eubanks. 

(Granddaughter of Judi and Gary)  
Þ Gary had showed me a picture of this little lady early in the week and I 

about lost it as I imagined this being my child and the anxiety and sorrow 
that Justin and Megan must be going through…  

Point: Jesus knew exactly what he was doing when he looked to the father and 
said “How long…. How long have you been dealing with this?”  



  

The father finished with… “If you can do anything…please have compassion… 
please help us… “ 
 
And then next we have the historic exchange of words between Jesus and this 
man… 
Þ A man that was being fully honest… and fully at his wits end…  

 
Mark 9:23 “Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth.” 
Þ Jesus is saying, “It’s not a question of whether I can do it, but its rather a 

question of will you believe…”  
 
Now comes one of the greatest responses in all of scripture:  
Mark 9:24 “And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, 
Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 
 
His faith was trembling, imperfect, but real!  
Þ Listen to me: A faith that declares itself publicly and at the same time 

recognizes its weaknesses and pleads for help is a real faith. 
 
What an encouragement to us all!  
Þ You and I need not think we are hypocrites because our faith is not perfect!  

 
Two questions we must answer:  
1)  Do we believe God can do anything? Or, put another way, do we believe in the 
God the Scriptures describe? 
2)  Do we believe that he will do what he has promised to do? The father believed 
in Jesus and his promise—and it happened. 
 
Mark 9:25 “When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked 
the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come 



  

out of him, and enter no more into him. 26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, 
and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is 
dead.” 
Þ The boy lay prostrate, stiff, the foam still on his open mouth, his eyes 

staring.  
Þ The scribes were surely thinking… “He cured him all right. He’s dead!” 

 
Vs. 27 says “But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose” 
Þ The Imago Dei was restored. Satan was defeated. 

 
Luke adds in Luke 9:42 that Jesus “gave him back to his father.” “And all were 
astonished at the majesty of God”  
 

You can just about hear the cheers from the disciples!  
Þ The Lord gave the boy back his mind, his hearing, his speech, his boyhood, 

and his hope… 
 
Power comes to the Church when there is faith. 
 
Then we have this little epilogue added on to the ending:  
Mark 9:28 “And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him 
privately, Why could not we cast him out? 29 And he said unto them, This kind can 
come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.” 

Section #3: Power comes through Prayer (vs.28-29) 
 
During those six days that Jesus was gone, the disciples had gone about their 
work, preaching and casting out evil spirits as usual.  
Þ When they came to the particularly stubborn demon in the boy, they tried 

and failed.  
Þ Then another tried. Then several tried, and they tried again, but nothing 

worked.  



  

Why? The answer is, they were self-deceived in somehow thinking that the gift 
they had received for exorcism was under their own control and could be 
exercised at will. Thus, they did not think to pray!  
Þ Lesson: They forgot that there had to be radical dependence if God’s power 

was to course through their lives.  
Þ The demon would have long been history if the disciples had given 

themselves to believing prayer!” 
 
The disciples were living by sight… Jesus was teaching HOW to live by faith…  
Þ They would soon need that lesson… 
Þ We need that lesson today…  

 
Listen, Jesus could have let them succeed without persistent faith.  
Þ He could have let them succeed without prayer.  
Þ He could have let them succeed, thinking they could do it on their own.  

 
That would be a bad lesson….. 
Þ That would have made them think that prayer wasn’t really necessary.  
Þ Jesus is saying to us in Mark 9:14-29 that “You’re going to have to learn that 

you’re going to depend on me even when I’m not here, and the way you 
demonstrate that dependence and that trust and that faith is through 
prayer.” 

 
So we’re not learning here how to cast out demons. We’re not learning here how 
to change the earth’s surface if we believe strongly enough.  
We’re learning here how a very small amount of struggling faith can draw us in to 
God dependently, trustingly, and cause God’s power to be released to do His will 
even through our small unstable lives.  
 

Mark 9:14-29… a lesson on the power of faith & prayer 


