
  

Two weeks ago we finished Mark 8 by looking at Peter’s confession. 
§ His confession is vs. 29 was, “You are the Christ.”  
§ That confession is also recorded in Matthew and Luke, and the full 

confession that he made on behalf of all the followers of Jesus was, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  

 
That is the apex of Mark’s gospel. 
Þ Everything leads up to this, everything flows down from this.  
Þ What Peter said in Mark 8 is verified in Mark 9 before us.  
Þ Peter said it by faith; he will now see it by sight. 

 
Mark 9:2 “And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, 
and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves.” 

§ We know from Luke 9:28 that Jesus took his inner circle up this mountain to 
pray.  

 
Info: Mt. Hermon is the mountain in Palestine----its 
peaks rise some 9,000 feet above sea level and 11,000 
feet above the Jordan Valley.  

§ On a clear day its snow-clad slopes can be seen 
from 70+miles.  

 
This would have been an unforgettable scene! 
 
So right away you’ve got to wonder: Why this long climb with his most intimate 
disciples to this dramatic setting? 

Þ It’s simple: They needed encouragement.  
 
Right after Peter proclaims Jesus to be the Messiah Jesus turns around and says 
that he MUST SUFFER, be rejected, and KILLED…  
 



  

What was Peter’s response to that?  
Þ Mark 8:32 “And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.” 
Þ Jesus then turns it around and rebukes Peter and then calls a crowd 

and tell them that when they embraced him as Messiah, they 
embraced a suffering Messiah and a life that includes taking up their 
own crosses. 

 
This was a radical revelation… 
Þ This would have been naturally confusing and depressing…. 

 
Point: Jesus was preparing these disciples to be able to minister through the 
sufferings that would come their way… 
Þ Matter of fact… all of these men would literally one day be following Christ 

with their own cross.  
 

Let me read what will happened, as history records, to the apostles: 

Þ Matthew suffered martyrdom by being slain with a sword in Ethiopia. 
Þ Mark died in Alexandria, after having been cruelly dragged through the 

streets of that city. 
Þ Luke was hanged upon an olive tree in Greece. 
Þ John was put in a pot of boiling oil and was later branded to death at 

Patmos. 
Þ Peter was crucified and, in fact, his wife was crucified first. When it was 

Peter’s turn, he asked that he be crucified upside-down, as he was unwilling 
to die like Christ. 

Þ James was thrown from the pinnacle of the temple and then, beaten to 
death with a club. 

Þ Bartholomew was skinned alive. 
Þ Andrew was bound to a cross from which he preached until he died. 
Þ Thomas was run through with a spear. 
Þ Jude was shot to death with arrows. 
Þ Matthias was stoned and then, beheaded. 
Þ Barnabas was stoned to death.  
Þ Paul, after various tortures and persecutions, was beheaded at Rome  



  

 
Jesus was saying to these men that day, “I’m a king, but going to a cross, if you 
want to follow me, you’ve got to come to the cross too.” 
 
There’s no wonder why Peter opened his big mouth and started rebuking Jesus… 
The disciples were shaken!  
 
So what does Jesus do?… Mark 9 happens.  
Þ This passage is what we call “the mount of transfiguration.” 

 
Mark 9:2 says that six days later Jesus took the inner circle up on mount Hermon 
and it says “he was transfigured before them.” 
 
Luke 9:32 adds to this that the apostles were “heavy with sleep.”  
Þ They no doubt had been praying a good while and added to that, the hike 

up wore them out. SLEEP WAS IRRESISTIBLE!  
o Illustration: falling asleep at VBS on the stage. (couldn’t stop it)  

 
The Gospels do not indicate who awakened first- 

§ whether it was Peter or one of the “Sons of Thunder.”  
§ But whoever he was, when he got his eyes open, he was no doubt wide 

awake in an instant and then shook the others awake. 
 
Mark 9:3 describes what they saw: It says Jesus “raiment became shining, 
exceeding white as snow...” 

§ Or you could say, “His clothes were intensely white…” 
§ They were as white as white could be…. 

 
It goes on to say:  
“so as no fuller on earth can white them.” It’s saying – Not even bleach could 
make them that white!  



  

Matt 17:2 says that Christ’s face “shined like the sun.”  
 
This IS what Peter, James, and John had to hold on to for what was to come.  
Þ It was to be their solace and cause for hope in the darkness that would 

come with the cross.  
 
Now, for the most part… they did… this is what carried them through their life…  
Þ Just for a moment at the end of Christ life The cross eclipsed their vision of 

this light….  
Þ However, John would later describe this in John 1:14 saying, “We have seen 

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.” 
 
Johnny Mac says here “If you find a book on the miracles of Jesus, this won’t be 
one of them, and yet this is the single greatest miracle recorded on the pages of 
the New Testament prior to the resurrection.” 
 
Watch what happens next:  
Mark 9:4 “And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were 
talking with Jesus.” 
Let present and answer a few questions here: 
How did they know that this was Elijah and Moses?  
Þ My guess is that they addressed each other by name in their conversation. 

 
Here’s a better question though: 
Why Elijah and Moses?  
I believe there are a few reasons: 
1. Both of these men had previously conversed with God on Mountains 
Þ Moses on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 31:18) and  
Þ Elijah on Mt. Horeb (1 Kings 19:9ff.).  

2. These both had been shown God’s glory.  



  

3. Both also had famous departures from this earth.  
Þ Moses died on Mt. Nebo, and God had buried him in a grave known only 

to himself.  
Þ Elijah was taken up in a chariot of fire.  

 
4. They were the ultimate summary of the O.T. economy! 
 
What do I mean? 
Þ Moses was the great lawgiver, and Elijah was the great prophet.  
Þ Moses was the founder of Israel’s religious economy, and Elijah was the 

restorer of it.  
 
Another question that I wondered about here: 
What were they and Jesus talking about?  
Þ Luke tells us in his parallel account: “[Moses and Elijah] appeared in glory 

and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31) 

 
They were talking about the cross and Jesus’ death!  
Þ The tense indicates that this was an extended conversation.  

 
So, the chief representatives of the Law and the Prophets, were carrying on a 
conversation with Jesus, who himself said, “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them.” (Matthew 5:17). 
 
This must have been some kind of theological conversation. 
Þ Pastor Ethan says he likes to be around men of God who are so deep in their 

theological understanding that he feels like he’s swimming. (not exact)  
Þ This would have been the pinnacle of that situation!  

 



  

Here’s the point of all of this: Peter’s confession that Jesus was the Messiah in 
8:29 was graphically confirmed.  
 
Jesus was the fulfillment of everything toward which the Law pointed.  
Þ He fulfilled what the sacrificial system was teaching.  
Þ He fulfilled every messianic prophecy—everything toward which their 

religion and history had been moving. 
 
What a sight this was to behold… 
Þ This pure white Jesus is talking to Moses who had been dead over 1400 

years and to Elijah who had been gone about 900 years.  
 
If there ever was a moment for silence… THIS WAS IT… 
 
So what does Peter do… he talks… (Which is shocking after being called Satan 6 says before.) 
 
He says, (Mark 9:5-6) “…Master, it is good for us to be here.”  
Þ Three gospels record this: one says that Peter calls Jesus Rabbie, one lord, 

and this one Master…  
Þ I believe he said all three… “Lord, Rabbie, Master…” He was trying to be as 

respectful as possible. (not trying to have a repeat from last time)  
 
Peter went on to say, “…let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias.” 
What was Peter up to?  
Þ Well some think that he wanted to make thatched booths to serve them.  
Þ Others believe that he was suggesting that Jesus skip the suffering part and 

go ahead and jump into the promised glory.  
We don’t actually know what Peter was doing… my guess is that he Just spoke 
out of natural reflex from being so shocked…  
Þ It even says in vs. 6 “For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid.” 



  

What happens next was absolutely amazing… 
Mark 9:7 “And there was a cloud that overshadowed them….” 
 
A study of the Old Testament reveals that a luminous cloud, was a sign and 
manifestation of the presence of God, the form in which God revealed himself to 
Israel. (it’s called the shekinah glory) 
Þ The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night went before Israel in 

the wilderness (Exodus 13:21).  
Þ This was the cloud that passed by Moses as God covered him in the cleft of 

the rock with his hand—so that Moses only saw the afterglow (Exodus 
33:18–23).  

Þ In Exodus 40:35 This was the cloud that covered the nearly finished Tent of 
the Meeting and so filled the new tabernacle with God’s glory that Moses 
could not enter it.  

Þ It was the same cloud that filled Solomon’s temple on dedication day so 
that the priests could not enter the temple in 1 Kings 8:10. 

Þ It was the same glory in Ezekiel 8:4 that Ezekiel saw rise from between the 
cherubim and move to the threshold of the temple because of Israel’s 
apostasy. 

 
It had been six hundred years since anyone in Israel had seen the shekinah glory. 
But as Jesus and his inner circle stood on Mount Hermon, the shekinah glory of 
God surrounded them!  
Þ Peter, James, and John were in the cloud that Moses was not even 

permitted to directly behold!  
 
As they stood there in the clouds with Jesus I can help but think of 1 
Thessalonians 4:17 when it says that “Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
 
 



  

Application: Someday we are going to be in the clouds with Jesus! That same 
shekinah glory is going to surround us! 
 
Watch what happens next:  
Mark 9:7 “and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear 
him.” 

§ This was the voice of the Father, who said almost the same thing at Jesus’ 
baptism.  

 
AND BTW…  

§ This was not the disciples’ imagination.  
 
Years later Peter would write in 2 Peter 1:16-18: 

“For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses 
of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, 
and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice 
borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.”  

 
So God speaks and says “Listen to him,”  
What is God referring to here?  

§ God was saying that The Law and Prophets were only partial expressions, 
but Jesus is the final statement. “Listen to him.” 

 
The writer of Hebrews begins his letter by saying in Heb 1:1, “Long ago, at many 
times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by his Son”  
 
Jesus is the ultimate expression of the truth!  

§ If you want to understand the bible look to Jesus!  



  

Jews believe that Jesus is only here because Mary was a prostitute… 
Islam believes that Jesus is a prophet inferior to Muhammad. 
God speaks in Mark 9 and we learn that Jesus is everything!  
 
When God said, “Listen to him.” he was saying “Jesus was correct when he said 
“whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it!” 
 
God was telling Jesus’s inner circle to accept the paradox of the cross!  
 
Jesus has the words of Life!  
John 6:68 says “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” 
 
When God said, “listen to Him” He was saying, “listen when He says,  
“If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believeth on me, 
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.’” (John 
7:37-38).  
 
When God said, “listen to Jesus” He was saying, “listen when He says,  
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” in 
Matthew 11:28–30 
 
God said listen when He says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me” in Mark 8:34. 
 
The parallel passage in Matt 17 says that when the three disciples heard the voice 
from heaven, “they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, ‘Rise, and have no fear’”  
 



  

Vs. 8 concludes saying, “And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they 
saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves.” 

§ The shekinah was gone.  
§ Jesus’ skin and clothing no longer glowed.  
§ Moses and Elijah had disappeared, the voice of the Father was still, and the 

three disciples saw only Jesus… 
 
This is what all our experience, all our theology, all our work should come to—
seeing only Jesus!  
 
When this happens,  

§ our hearts honor him in worship.  
§ We love all mankind as we ought.  
§ We give our lives in his service,  
§ and we embrace the paradox of the cross. 

 
 

THREE QUESTIONS TO TAKE HOME 
1) What are you carrying?   
God said listen to Jesus when he says “Take up your cross and follow me” 
Jesus path leads to suffering and so does yours. 
 
Some people think their cross is…. 
Þ Their acrylic nails, 
Þ Their bad mother in law, 
Þ Their grumpy employer 

You hear someone say, “I have allergies but that's my cross to bear.” 
 
You are walking with Jesus down the Calvary road.  



  

Þ The disciples knew it was a sign saying I am never coming back. 
Þ It was a call to carry the gun they will use to shoot you. 
Þ It was a call to carry the coffin. 

 
What are you carrying? 
 

2) “What is your price tag?” 
Þ One of the hard truths that the disciples needed help swallowing on the 

mountain was the statement Christ made in Mark 8:36 “what shall it profit 
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 

 
Let me pose it to you this way:  
I will give you the house of your dreams, person of your dreams, the numbers for 
the next lottery. I’ll give you everything you want then a minute later I’ll put a gun 
to your head. It’s all over. Would you take that deal? 
Þ No b/c your life is worth more than anything you can think of. 

What is holding you back from following Christ?  
 

3) Where is your identity found? 
Þ Every culture points to certain things and says, "If you gain those and 

acquire those, and achieve those, then you'll know you're somebody. Then 
you'll have a self. You’ll know you’re valuable.”  

Þ Most cultures are performance based/achievement based – gain enough, 
become big enough to be something for someone... 

 
In Mark 8 Jesus says, “I went to the cross and lost my identity so you can find 
mine…  Base your identity on me and the gospel.” 
In Mark 9 God reveals His Glory just to say…. Listen to Him… 
 
We are left with one question: What will you do with Jesus?  



  

Ending Illustration:  
Months after Mark 9, towards the end of Jesus’ life, he was in Jerusalem for the 
Feast of the Tabernacles.  
Þ It was the end of the festival, and the previous night was an unforgettable 

ceremony, the illumination of the temple, had taken place before the four 
massive golden candelabra topped with huge torches.  

Þ It is said that the candelabra were as tall as the highest walls of the temple.  
Þ At the top of these candelabra were mounted great bowls that held sixty-

five liters of oil.  
Þ There was a ladder for each candelabrum, and when evening came, healthy 

young priests would carry oil up to the great bowls and light the wicks.  
Þ Eyewitnesses said that the huge flames that leapt from these torches 

illuminated not only the temple but all of Jerusalem.  
Þ The Mishnah tells us: “Men of piety and good works used to dance before 

[the candelabra] with burning torches in their hands singing songs and 
praises and countless Levites played on harps, lyres, cymbals, and trumpets 
and instruments of music.” 

Þ The exotic site celebrated the great pillar of fire and the glorious cloud of 
God’s presence that led the Israelites during their sojourn in the wilderness. 

 
In the temple yard the following morning, with the charred torches still in place, 
Jesus lifted his voice above the crowd and proclaimed, “I am the light of the 
world.”  
Þ There couldn’t have been a better way to announce the point of Christ’s 

existence!  
Þ Christ was saying, “The pillar of fire that came between you and the 

Egyptians, the cloud that guided you by day in the wilderness and illumined 
the night and enveloped the tabernacle, the glorious cloud that filled 
Solomon’s temple, was me!” “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 

 

Here is the Truth of Mark 9--- Jesus is the shekinah glory!  
Þ WE HAVE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD… Embrace the light… Listen to Jesus!  


