
Intro: If you’re not a Christian, I’m asking you to travel through the 
Gospel of Mark with us.  

§ It answers the one main question “Who is Jesus?”  
§ and a secondary question, “How should we respond to him?” 

 

When Jesus came, He came speaking about the Gospel (the 
euaggelion).  

§ Meaning: Good News!  
 

That word didn’t originate in Mark…  

§ Note: People would have understood the word in a way! 

 
Historical use of the word 

§ In the OT Gospel was used of reports of victory from the 
battlefield. 
o 1 Sam 31:9; see also 2 Sam 1:20; 18:19–20; 1 Chr 10:9; 2 

Sam 4:10; 18:26; Isaiah 52:7; 61:1-3.  
o If one world empire warned against another world empire, a 

messenger would come to the city gates declaring gospel 
(the euaggelion/good news).  

§ Point: It meant they had won, they would not be 
slaves, they are free.  

§ In 9 B.C. on the birthday of Caesar Augustus it was hailed as 
euangelion.  
o Note: It was the announcement of a significant change in 

the world!  
o Point: It was saying this is a BIG Glorious event! 

 
Christianity is the story of THE biggest and most glorious good news 
even given in history… THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR! 
 
 



Illustration: Tony Merida talking to girl about loving the church and 
wanting to go to mission field… little boy kept interrupting sand saying, 
“I can do the moonwalk!.... I can do the moonwalk!.... 
 

He said it made him ask the question: How do we go from Moonwalk to 
the Mission-field? How do can we turn moonwalkers into missionaries? 
 

The Answer: We must give ourselves to the task of disciple-making. 
 

WE NEED MORE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST!  
§ Our children need it 
§ Our church needs it 
§ Our community needs it 
§ God desires it!  

o John 4:23 says that “God is seeking true worshipers…” 
o I just heard this week from John MacArthur, “True worship 

is any and every act of obedience by a child of God towards 
God their Father.” 

 
True worship IS someone growing in their walk with God… 
 

TRUE WORSHIP IS discipleship 
 
In other words: God is seeking for disciples!!!  
 
In Mark 1:16-20 we learn what it means to be a disciple. 
 
But in Mark 14-15 we learn how disciples are born…. They are born out 
of believing the gospel… 
 
Here is my title for today: 

The Only Natural Response To Believing The Gospel Is 
Following Jesus | Mark 1:14-20 



Let’s jump into our text: 
Mark 1:14-15 “Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, And saying, The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe the gospel.” 
 

Statement: The tune of Jesus’s message was the same tune that was 
sung all throughout scripture! Repent and Believe! 
 

Illustration: David Mckenna, former president of Seattle Pacific 
University, once saw a prominent preacher walk out of a sermon in 
which a colleague insisted that the gospel included repentance from 
sin. David said the man marched out and said, “contemporary man 
needs a message of hope, not fear.” 
 
What’s wrong with this idea?  

§ That prominent preacher only wanted to give half of the gospel… 
 

MANY people today need hope, but first they need to see the cancer of 
sin that is eating away at their life and that will someday take them to 
an eternal hell!!!! People must repent!  
 
In Acts 20:18-20 Paul sums up his teaching to the Ephesians and says, 
“You know, I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you.”  

§ And what was profitable to them? vs. 21 “Testifying both to the 
Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
Info: The words "repent," "repentance," and "repented" are mentioned 
over 100 times in the Bible. 
 
The full gospel message brings hope, but only after people realize that 
they need that hope! Believe and Repent! Repent= 180 to sin 
 



So, hear me out… If you really believe the good news that Jesus brings… 
You are going to TURN from your sin and FOLLOW HIM… 
 
That is the ONLY natural response to believing the gospel…  
 
So now let me take just a few moments and show you from Mark 1:16-
20 what it looks like to follow Jesus…    
 
1. Following Christ will cost you 
 
Three things it could cost you:  
1) It could cost you your life 
 
Info: In the text there are 6 people mentioned… 5 of them lost their life 
for the sake of the gospel… 
 
If we back up, we see the first one. 
Mark 1:14 “Now after that John was put in prison…” 

§ It cost the John the Baptist His life.  
§ He was imprisoned and in Mark 6 he was beheaded.  

 
John is called the Baptist – not because he was a Baptist (although we 
do like to count everyone), he was called the Baptist because he 
immersed people in the water.  
 
 
What about the four disciples mentioned in verses 18–22:  

§ Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John?  
 
What were their fates?  
 



- According to Eusebius, A 4TH century Roman Historian, Peter was 
crucified upside down on a cross.  
§ Note: He did not feel he was worthy to be crucified in the same 

manner as his Savior.  
 
- It is believed that Andrew was crucified as well.  
 
- Acts 12:2 tells us James was killed by Herod.  
 
- The apostle John was the only disciple not to face martyrdom. He 

died of old age exiled on the isle of Patmos. 
 
 
Point: Following Jesus could get you killed.  
 
A call to follow with Jesus is a call to lose your life.  

§ Note: You may not lose your life in martyrdom, but everyone who 
truly comes to Jesus Christ loses his life.  

§ Just because you may not be called to lose your life in martyrdom 
does not weaken the expectation on your life.  

§ You will still lose it to Jesus every day for His purpose. 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s said: “When God calls man, he bids him to come 
and die.”  

§ This rings true for those in persecuted countries.  
§ It should also ring true for those living here.  

 
If you are a disciple of Christ, your life is not your own anymore. You 
have surrendered every right to determine the direction of it.  
 
 
 



Following Christ will cost you 

1) It could cost you your life 

2) It could cost you your security  
 
One early morning, Jesus takes off his sandals and begins walking down the 
beach.  
Mark 1:16 “Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.” 
 
A dozen or so yards down the beach, he encounters two other brothers. Instead of 
fishing they were mending their nets.  
Mark 1:19 “And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the ship 
mending their nets.” 

§ Note: James and John were catching fish and making money. 
o They were doing so well that Scripture indicates that they 

had more than one boat.  
o Not everyone had a boat, and they had more than one.  
o They could also afford to have hired hands. (vs.20) 

§ In other words: They did not live paycheck-to-paycheck.  
 

When these men received the call to follow Jesus, they left 
everything.  
• Simon and Andrew left their nets 
• James and John left their boats 

 
Churches have made it an option to be either a Christian or if you’re 
really committed – a follow. That option doesn’t exist in the NT.  
 
Dallas Willard said “This heresy has created the impression that it is 
quite reasonable to be a Vampire Christian. One in effect says to Jesus, 
‘I’d like some of your blood please. But I don’t care to be your student 



or have your character. In fact, won’t you just excuse me while I get on 
with my life, and I’ll see you in heaven.’” 
 
True disciples reject this idea.  

§ They give their allegiance to Jesus.  
§ They commit their whole life to following him. 

 
3) It could cost you your family and friends 

 

Simon was married.  
§ He had to leave his wife for longer periods of time than he had 

when he was just fishing.  
 

James and John had to leave money, hobbies, houses, family, 
familiarity, and a structured schedule.  
 
Jesus says, “If you Follow me, I have priority over your career and your 
family.”  
 
Following with Jesus doesn’t mean you to abandon your career– it 
means let your career be turned into a mission field.  

§ Example: In John 21 – after the resurrection, Peter is out fishing 
again, when Jesus restores him. 
o The business seems to have continued between this calling 

and three years later.... The brothers seem to have had 
workers or family members, continuing this work. 

 
We can’t help but stop and ask the question--- Why follow Jesus if it is 
so costly?  
 
The answer is simple: the cost is even greater if you don’t.  
 



Mark 8:34-37 says, “And when he had called the people unto him with 
his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life 
for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it. 36 For what shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” 
 
Jesus contrasts your soul with gaining the whole world 

§ What’ s more valuable to you? 

 
Kyle S. said, (I gleaned a lot from him and Tony M. for this passage) 
“Denying his name on earth could save you from a persecutor’s aim, 
but it will not save you from the eternal flame.”  

 
1. Following Christ will cost you 

2. If you Follow Christ it’s because of what He has to offer, not what you 
can bring to the table.  

 
Some said Christ picked them out because of what they had to offer: 
• Diligent 
• Available  
• Flexible  
• Teachable 

 

God only chose them for one reason…– Because he is Gracious…  
§ Note: They had nothing to bring to the table and Jesus pulled up a 

seat for them.  
 
Matthew 11:28 “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” 



• Simon had a foot-shaped mouth and an offensive tempter.  
• Andrew, like a child, always pushed someone else forward when 

introductions were going around. He had no leadership qualities. 
• James and John were so totally filled with self- ambition it’s 

sickening. They were mommas-boys too.   
 
We have nothing to bring to the table–yet this King wants to bring us 
to the table.  
 
Historical Context: In that day if someone wanted to learn from a 
philosopher, they didn’t get their book or download their podcast…. 
they would walk through life with him…. (Best learning)  
 
Jesus Goal wasn’t to just get people raw truth, but to show how that 
truth affects every aspect of your life.  
 
 
Look with me at vs. 17-18 
Mark 1:17-18 “And Jesus said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men. And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him.” 
 
Now if someone comes up to you at lunch today and says, “Hey, you 
follow me.”  

§ That’s a little weird.  
§ I hope you don’t do it.  
§ I hope you call the police.  

 
 
So why would these guys just randomly follow this Jesus Messiah?  
 



Just imagine, you on your boat… a guy is passing by on the shore and 
yells… “follow me…”… What do you do… “uhhh… nah, im going to stay 
here…”  
 
That maybe the first thing you think when you read this passage, BUT 
that’s not how it went down.  
 
In John 3:26 you learn that they had known Jesus for about a year.  

§ The implication of the text is that they came to believe Christ as 
being the message and repented.  

§ For almost a year they had being seeing their belief in Christ 
shaping them day by day….  

§ They were no doubt on the boats talking about this month after 
month…  

AND THEN JESUS WALKS BUY AND SAYS “FOLLOW ME”….  

They knew at that moments it wasn’t about what they could bring to 
the table, but that is was all about the fact that Christ was inviting them 
to His…  
 
This reminds me of Matthew 13:44-46 “Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he 
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and 
buyeth that field. 45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one 
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” 
 
When you follow Christ you don’t mind giving up control of everything 
you have… because your realize its nothing in comparison to HIM! 
 
 
 
 



3. If you Follow Christ, you will do what he did  
Mark 1:17 “…Jesus said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men...” 

§ Jesus is saying, “I’ll make you a new kind of fisherman out of you. 
I’ll show you how to catch men and woman instead of bass.” 

§ Or if your Gary, bluegill and northern pike…  

 
When you think fishing, we can see it lines up with certain traits of 
evangelism throughout the NT.  

1) Patience 
§ I like fishing where you get a lot of fish in a little bit of time… 

usually it doesn’t work that way…    
§ Example: I’ve seen people pray for their children, spouses, 

cousins for years before seeing them come to Christ.  
2) Go where the fish are 

§ They even have machines that can track the fish in the water 
to tell you the best place to drop anchor…  

3) Try various kinds of methods  
 

§ Pray for people – Let them know you care for them! 
o One pastor I follow does this and he said you would be 

surprised by how many people say, “you’re a 
Christian? I really need to talk to you.” And then gives 
the gospel.  

§ Invite people to parties 
§ Invite people to lunch after worship 
§ Frequent the same restaurants or coffee shops.  

o At little fat G’s they know it’s a hot chocolate almost 
every time… CREATE CONNECTIONS!  

§ Give books to friends and talk about them after you read 
them.  



§ Look for service projects  
§ Volunteer in community – coach, teach, etc.  
§ Give a stack of our “why I bought your coffee” cards and 

give them out to people. (FBC website added) 
 
A call to follow Jesus is a call to be uncomfortable.  

§ It is a call to love the favor of Jesus more than the favor of people.  
§ It is a call to be willing to be rejected by people so that others 

have an opportunity to be accepted by God.   

 
Let me close with three questions:  
1. If God answered every prayer you prayed last week–would anyone 

be in the kingdom?  
§ If you are a follow of Jesus, you will do what he did…  

 

2. Have you ever believed the Gospel? I mean truly believed it and 
repented of your sin in light of it?  
§ If you have…. The Only Natural Response To Believing The 

Gospel Is Following Jesus…  
3. Are you following him? If not, have you ever really believed Him?  

 

 


