
  

The main question that Mark address in his writing is Who is Jesus?  
Þ Today we are going to examine a pivotal section in Mark’s gospel, the veil is 

being removed.  
Þ Jesus has not yet plainly revealed the central purpose to his life: 

o But in this section, He explains it plainly (8:32) – the cross  
o Later in Mark 10:45 he will say, “For even the Son of man came not to 

be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” 

 

Now, the cross makes sense to us because we know the whole story.  
Þ But remember, the people didn’t.  
Þ Sure, it was there in the OT (Isa 53), but when Jesus declares his journey to 

the cross, even the disciples protest. Why? 
Þ Because Messiahs win! They don’t die on crosses!  

o When people heard Messiah, they heard the King who will conquer 
their enemies.  

o They didn’t expect a Messiah to be crucified.  
 

Illustration: When Matt Lafluer went to the Packers as their coach, everyone 
expected him to win!  
Þ Anything less would be a disappointment.  
Þ But imagine if MAtt showed up and said, “Sorry guys, but we’re going to lose 

every game.”  
Þ The people would be like, ‘What? … No we’re not. We’re the Green bay 

packers, were not the Bears!” 
 

In a similar way, it was hard for people to grasp a crucified King. And it still yes.  
Þ In 1 Cor 1:18 Paul later says that this message is foolishness to some people.  

 
But here’s the good news:  
Þ Even though Jesus wasn’t the King the people expected Him to be  
Þ and wasn’t the King the people wanted Him to be,  
Þ He was the King the people actually needed Him to be.  

 
Jesus took care of our greatest enemies by dying on the cross, and then three days 
later, rising from the dead. 



  

Here’s the first sections for today:  

1. See Jesus as the Messiah He came to be! | MARK 8:11-26 
1) The Pharisees Refuse To See (11-12) 
Mark 8:11 “And the Pharisees came forth [In a parallel account in Matthew, he 
mentions the Pharisees and Sadducees], and began to question with him, seeking 
of him a sign from heaven, tempting him.” 
Þ It was a rare day to see the Pharisees and sadducees join forces. 
Þ J.D. Jones says as a rule, “they have daggers drawn.”  
Þ It would be Like Hillary and Trump joining forces. Unheard of stuff…  

 
Now, Despite seeing Jesus do miracles, and hearing him teach, the Pharisees still 
didn’t believe.  
Þ They raise the stakes a bit in this confrontation. They come to “tempt” or 

“test” Jesus.  
o They want to see a “sign from heaven.”  

§ Meaning: they want to see some apocalyptic proof that Jesus is 
the Messiah and will overthrow their enemies.  

§ They know He has power, but they want a sign to see if Jesus fits 
into their category of Messiah.  

§ Apparently None of his signs thus far have been “big enough 
proof.”  

The Pharisees/Sadducees were looking for an excuse to continue in their unbelief. 

Þ You’ve heard of “Looking for love in all the wrong places...” 
Þ They were “looking for signs for all the wrong reasons.” 

They were blaming their unbelief on Jesus and not themselves.  

Þ “He hasn’t given me enough evidence.”  

It’s like someone saying, 

Þ “I will believe if…marriage back, new job,  
Þ “I'll believe in him as long as he does what I say.” 
Þ “I will let him be God as long as he lets me be god.” 

 



  

Seeking signs shows their pride and arrogance. 

Kevin DeYoung said, “It’s like saying to your significant other, “If you really loved 
me you run backwards for six miles with an egg on your head.” 
 
Vs. 12: Jesus “sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek 
after a sign? verily I say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this 
generation.” 

Þ This “kind” of generation…This unbelieving generation. 

 
Application #1: Signs will not help if you don’t have sight. 

§ Hiebert says they wanted signs coming from the realm of the sky not earth 
(healings, multiplying food). 

§ Chrysostom says,“they do not specify what precise sign they want; ‘that He 
should stop the sun or rein in the moon, or hurl down thunder...’ 

 
David Garland says “Jesus will offer this generation no noisy sign from heaven, 
only the wind whistling through an empty tomb after his crucifixion.”  
 
When people say, “If I just saw a miracle, I would believe Jesus.” Don’t believe 
them. 
 
You don’t need lightening from heaven to get saved you need to believe in the 
empty tomb. 

Application #2: We have something better than signs–Bible. 

Þ They wanted a sign? Jesus said read the Scriptures! 

Do you remember Rich Man & Lazarus?  

Þ He says, “If I could go back and tell them hell is real”… But Abraham said, 
‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’  

Þ He wanted a sign, Jesus said read the Scriptures! 

Now, here is the Irony: their request comes right after a miraculous feeding of 
Gentiles!  

Þ Jesus’ mission involves saving Israel’s enemies, not smashing them. 

Þ He’s not the messiah that everyone expected… he’s the one we need. 



  

So, See Jesus as the Messiah He came to be! 
11-12: (1) The pharisees refuse to see 
Vs. 13 “And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other 
side.” 
 
Now here is Vs. 14-21:  
2) The Disciples Still Cannot See Clearly (14-21) 
 
The scene opens with an unusual laps of memory  
Mark 8:14 “Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread…” 

§ They all look at each other and say did you bring the bread? …. Nope… 
 
 
And then it says “…neither had they in the ship with them more than one loaf…” 
Þ So they forgot to bring bread, but they have one loaf… 

 
Why the contradiction of no loaves, but one loaf?  
Þ Perhaps they don’t know that they have one loaf…  
Þ Maybe they think that one loaf is insufficient… 

 
I like what some commentaries point out: They say that Mark is teasing the 
readers, and is allusively referring to Jesus as the one loaf.  
 
Look what Jesus says in vs. 15 “And he(Jesus) charged them, saying, Take heed, 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.” 
 
At this point the disciples are like…  
Þ WHO FORGOT THE STINKEN BREAD….  
Þ You’ve done gone and upset Jesus  

 
That’s what they’re doing in verse 16… Look at Jesus’s response in vs. 17: 
“And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no 
bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet hardened? 
18 Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not 
remember?” 



  

I can only see Peter’s face now… Same face I had when the parent is giving you the 
run through for doing something stupid…  It’s the “we’ve done it now” face…  
 
Then Jesus makes them answer some questions:  
Vs. 19 “When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full 
of fragments took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve. 20 And when the seven 
among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? And they 
said, Seven. 21 And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not understand?” 
 
Jesus is saying, your still asking about bread????? You’ve got to be kidding me!!!!  
 

Application #3: Our promblem isn’t our lack of bread, it’s our lack of faith! 
§ I am so guilty of this… This whole building project has been a roller-coaster of 

red lights and green lights.  
o Every time I hit a stopping point it’s as if I completely forget that God’s 

able to allow us to go forward… 
o Many of you in this room are guilty of the same thing…  

§ A problem meets us right Infront of our face and we give up all 
hope as we throw our hands up and walk away….  

 
Our problem isn’t our lack of bread… It’s our lack of faith….  
 
3) A Blind Man Sees- Gradually (22-26) 
Mark 8:22 “And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and 
besought him to touch him. 23 And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him 
out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he 
asked him if he could see.” 
Þ It’s as if Jesus here is a doctor and he does his work on the blind man and 

then says, “do you see anything now?”  
 
You have to ask: What is going on here? 
Þ Has Jesus lost his mojo?  
Þ Is he having an off day?  

 
This seems to be a failed miracle attempt…  



  

No, this is Jesus giving a parable within a miracle. Look what happens next:  
Vs. 24 The blind man “looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking. 25 After that 
Jesus put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was 
restored, and saw every man clearly...” 

Þ This two-stage miracle appears right between the two examples of the 
disciples’ blindness (vs. 14-21 & 31-33). The miracle serves as an illustration 
of the disciples’ spiritual condition.  

Þ They see…. but can’t see fully. Gradually they will  see, and after the 
resurrection, everything will make sense. (TM) 

Application #4: The longer you are with Christ the clearer you will see. 

Þ Sometimes we get it, but don't really get it. 

o This is one of the things I love about scripture. The more that you study it the 
more that you see.  

 
Specifically, our passage today is challenging us to see Jesus as the Messiah He 
came to be.  

- The pharisees and scribes refused to see this 
- The disciples have yet to see this… 
- And then Jesus gives a parable within a miracle showing that he was about to 

make the disciples see it cleared then they ever had before.  
 
So how does he do it? Vs. 27, he asked them a question.  
 
“And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by 
the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am?” 
Þ Jesus takes them into idol ridden Caesarea and asks them, who do men say 

that I am? Or, “what’s the word on the street about me?” 
 
“And they answered, some think you are like John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; 
and others, One of the prophets.” 
 

They were giving the Popular Opinion That Day 

1) John the Baptist – a thundering preacher of repentance – like Herod Antipas thought he was in ch. 6 



  

2) Elijah – a miracle worker... 
3) Jeremiah (in Matt) – the weeping, persecuted prophet... 
4) or one of the prophets. 

All of these were positive views of Jesus… but they were inaccurate. 

Þ Jesus was a preacher of repentance, a miracle working prophet, a prophet who 
wept – but He was more than that.  

If someone asked about Tiger Woods, and you just said he was a guy from Orange 
County, California. That’d be true, but very incomplete. 

§ At some point youd want to bring up that he’s a professional golfer…  
§ or maybe that he was titled as the athlete of the decade in 2009.  

 
The culture’s opinion has not changed:  

Þ Jesus is a good man, but not the god-man.  
Þ He is a holy man but not the Holy One.  

The answer to “who is Jesus” has only grown worse over the many years: 
 
If someone says they “believe in Jesus” the follow up question is “which one?” 
Þ Robert Funk: Jesus was witty teacher like Buddah or Socrates 
Þ J.D. Crossan: Jesus was a wandering philosopher 
Þ M. Borg: Jesus was a charismatic faith healer. 
Þ Bart Ehrman: Jesus was a first century apocalyptic prophet, who  expected 

the end of his world. 
Þ Islam: Jesus is a prophet inferior to Muhammad. 
Þ Ghandi: “I cannot attribute exclusive divinity to Jesus. He is as divine as  

Krishna, or Rama, or Muhammed.” 
Þ Susan Haskins: “Jesus was a feminist.” 
Þ Gorbachev: “Jesus was the first socialist.” 
Þ Rollo May: “Christ is the therapist for all humanity.” 
Þ Lakota Tribe: – “Jesus is the buffalo calf of God.”  

Jesus of Pop Culture: TV: 
Þ In the movie, “Major League”, “Pedro–can’t hit a curve ball and he calls on 



  

Budda to help…Jesus can’t help me hit the curve ball. You trying to say 
Jesus can’t hit a curveball?” 

Þ Talledage nights– A man prays “dear lord baby Jesus” over and over and is 
told that “Jesus grew up… he has a beard…. And then he says, I like to view 
my Jesus as a baby…” 
o He would describe Jesus as we see him in the manger at Christmas.  

Someone else pipes us and says  
• I like to picture Jesus as a ninja 

And another says 
• I like to picture Jesus in a tuxedo shirt b/c it says I’m serious but I’m 

also here to party. 
 

So Jesus asks, who do men say that I am… and then He gets personal.  

Vs.29 “But whom say ye that I am?.” (Ye is plural. Like Y’all if know southern talk)  

And then Peter Steps up to answer…. 

Þ One man said here, “Angels hold their breath as peter takes his foot of his 
mouth to speak!”  

What did Peter say? 

Þ Vs.29 “And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ.” 

Peter gets it right, “You are the Christ.” You are the Messiah. You are the 
anointed one.  

Þ This is the first human confession of Him as Messiah in the book.  
o Mark states Jesus’ identity in the first verse (Mk 1:1), but the people 

are struggling.  
o The Father declared who Jesus was at the baptism (1:11).  
o Demons have confessed His identity (1:24; 5:7).  
o But now, mid-way through the gospel, Peter gets it right.  

 

 



  

The gospel now approaches its first of two climactic spots - one in its middle and 
one  at its end.  

Þ 8:29, Peter says, “You are the Christ.”  
Þ Then in 15:29, a centurion at the cross says, “Surely this man was the Son of 

God.”  

First, one of his own disciples understands who he is, and finally 
the whole world will see who he is!  

The parallel account of this event in Matthew 16:17 adds that God showed this to 
Peter.  

Matthew 16:17 “And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven.” 

§ Matthew wants us to know that God opened Peter’s eyes to see this.  

Application #5: Our heart has eyes. 
 
Ephesians 1:18 says, “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that 
ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the saints.” 
  -    No one confesses Christ unless he opens their eyes. 
 

Christianity is not first and foremost about behavior.  

Þ Behavior matters. But it’s first about belief.  

You may hear people say today, “I don’t need religion. I have a conscious.”  

Þ They assume that all religions are intended to somehow modify one’s 
behavior or make one moral.  

Þ But if that’s what you think about Christianity, you’re missing it.  

The foundational question is not, “How can I be good/moral?” But “Who is Jesus?”  



  

Application #6: Prayerfully present Jesus Christ to people. 

Some of you Ask God to open up the eyes of their heart.  

Let’s believe that God does it! After all, he opened up our yes.  

 
 
Some of you have a family member right now that you believe is too far gone… 
Some of you have a co-worker that you just can’t seem to get through to…. 
Some of you have a parent that is as stubborn as stubborn gets… 
 
Ask God to do what only He can do! And then believe that God will!...  
Þ After all… he opened our eyes…  
Þ and I believe as we follow Him in His word he continues to open our eyes 

every day.  
 
Here is my prayer for our church family and all of our Waupaca family: May we  

See Jesus as the Messiah He came to be! 

 

Pastor T
Mark 8:31 “And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.”




