
If you’re new here and you’re not a Christian… 
• If you reject Jesus–at least reject the Jesus of the Bible. And not the white cultural 

Jesus you see in paintings.  
• That Is a Helicopter Jesus – He’s my heavenly helicopter. Get me out God, Hoist me 

away Jesus! Beam me up scotty!  
• Jesus live a life you could never live, Died a death your should have died! You may 

think Christianity is just another religion– you would be right except that our Messiah 
rose from the dead.  

Context:  
§ Vs. 14-20: Jesus starts his public ministry and calls his first 

disciples. 
§ Last week Pastor Ethan dealt with Vs. 21-28:  

o What’s happening there? 
1) 21-22: Jesus Preached with Authority 
2) 23-28: Jesus Demonstrated His Authority over demons 

In vs.29-45 we see Jesus continue to demonstrate His authority, but we 
also get to see his heart.  
 
Jesus deals with 3 things in our text today, (My title) 

A Mother-in-law, Multitudes, and a Man with Leprosy  
 

Which one is was the hardest to deal with? I have my guesses...  
 

#1: Jesus and a Mother-In-Law (vs.29-31) 
 
Mark 1:29 “And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, 
they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and 
John.  
• Note: They just left a pretty exciting church service.  

o Old Testament Christ-centered preaching,  
o Jesus as the guest speaker,  
o Jesus casting out demons… 



Now they move from a public setting to a private one likely for a big 
meal…that was customary after service.  
• So, our first big lesson of the text is: We should eat big meals 

after service…I mean, what would Jesus Do? (Just kidding...sort of) 
 
Info: Most scholars believed that Jesus used Peter’s house in 
Capernaum as his operational base in Galilee.  
• It was his headquarters if you will. 

 
Simon Peter was married.  
• We know this from I Corinthians 9:5 where Peter’s wife 

accompanies him on preaching tours.  
 
Here’s an encouraging note for you single guys out there: Peter found 
a wife.  
• The guy (who on one occasion) Jesus called Satan– found a wife! 

There’s hope for you!  
 
Info: Simon’s brother Andrew lived with him. Simon’s mother-in-law 
also lived with him. (That’s always a bad move.) 
• Note: Her husband probably died so she moved in with her 

daughter and her husband.  
• BTW, that’s another reason We know Simon Peter was married 

because he had a mother-in-law.  
o Who would be crazy enough to have a mother-in-law if 

you’re not married? (Joking) 
 
 
 
When Jesus and his apprentices walk through the door, they were 
probably smelling something good that Simon’s wife was cooking up… 
 



then they drew Jesus’ attention to something else… 
Mark 1:30-31 “…Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, and anon 
they tell him of her.” 
• Info: In Luke 4:38, the doctor Luke in his account adds that she 

has a high fever and it could be fatal.  
 
Mark 1:30-31 “…Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, and anon 
they tell him of her.31 And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted 
her up; and immediately the fever left her...” 
• Jesus speaks and the fever ran.  

o It didn’t slowly drift away 
§ The chills, dry through, everything was immediately 

gone.  
 
We know this because it says at the end of verse 31, 
Mark 1:31 “…she ministered unto them.” 
 
There was no funny business here: 
• There was no high- priced handkerchiefs or prayer cloths she 

needed to buy… 
• She didn’t have to send some money to his healing ministry.  

 
In other words: Jesus doesn’t line up with the health and wealth tv 
preachers of our day.  
 
Illustration: Last week on Sunday morning, Kobe Bryant and his 
daughter passed away in a helicopter crash. Two days after, a so called 
“pastor” by the name of Nigel Gaisie, says he received a dream from 
the Lord. He said, “The Lord… instructed me to announce to the family 
of this man, the American embassy in Ghana and the entire world that 
He the Lord has not sanctioned the death of this man.” He again said to 
me, ‘Nigel, tell the family of this man and tell the entire world, should 



they agree to pay my tithes and offerings I will use you as a vessel to 
bring this man and his daughter back to life.’” 
 

The “prophet/pastor” then added… 
“The man is worth 500 million dollars and should the family agree to 
give 10% of his income to me, I will bring them back to life. Thus sayeth 
the Lord! Without the money, I cannot bring him and the little girl 
back.” 
 
Either the guy is demon possessed, or had too much pizza the night 
before… 
 

Either way, they are so far from the words of God in 
Isaiah 55:1 “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price.” 
 
When Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law, He didn’t expect anything in 
return… 
 
One preacher says this passage is a “humble miracle… It shows Jesus’ 
care for people with common needs.”  
 
Makes me think of Jesus words in Matthew 6:26, “Behold the fowls of 
the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 
they?” 
 
Two Points of Application:  

1) Jesus doesn’t need your money; he wants your life 
2) Jesus has authority to ask for your life because He gave His.  

 
 
 



Transition: After all of this Jesus fame was spreading, so, now we have…  

#2: Jesus and the Multitudes (vs.32-39) 
 
Mark 1:32-34 “And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto 
him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils. 
33 And all the city was gathered together at the door. 34 And he healed 
many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and 
suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him.” 
 
It is roughly 6pm, we know that by the phrase “And at even, when the 
sun did set.”  
• Info: This signified that the Sabbath was over, and people can 

now come to see Him freely with their needs.  
 
You can almost see it as the crowds line up like in an elementary school. 
• No cutting line 
• They all wanted to get a glimpse at the miracle working Jesus.  
• This is all again, to show the validation that this is the messiah… 

 
And BTW, Christ doesn’t just deal with the physical, he deals with the 
spiritual. It says He “cast out many devils”.  
 
Illustration: Carmen (an old Christian singer) wrote a song about Jesus 
boxing Satan in the ring.  
• The song has some terrible theology (like a lot of Christian songs). 
• Jesus and Satan are in a 12-round fight. After a long battle Jesus 

wins. 
 
Hear me out: When Jesus deals with Satan or his demons it doesn't 
take 12 rounds. Jesus doesn’t break a sweat while breaking Satan’s 
power.  
 



Info: No Old Testament prophet ever cast out a demon. Then Jesus – 
the prophet of all prophets– the greater prophet comes on the scene 
and does just that.  
• He’s the prophet that gives all other prophets validity.  
• He makes them make sense. 

 
We can take confidence in the words of Jesus from Matt 16:18 
“…I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” 
 
After all of the success, all of the fame, what is Jesus’s response? 
Mark 1:35 “And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he 
went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.” 
 
Statement: If you’re going to have to get alone with God – you may 
have to get up early or stay up late.  
 
Simon Peter joins in on a search party for Jesus  
Mark 1:36 “And Simon and they that were with him followed after 
him.” 
 
 
Then he finds Jesus and, as is his habit, he puts his foot in His mouth  
Mark 1:37 “And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men 
seek for thee.” 
 
Info: Every scholar and preacher think’s this phrase from Peter is 
rebuking Jesus and saying let’s build on your popularity:  
• It’s as if Peter is saying, “We have a great crowd forming… what 

in the world are you doing out here, everyone is looking for you!” 
   
- Jesus’ response must have floored Him – 



Mark 1:38 “And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I 
may preach there also: for therefore came I forth. 39 And he preached in 
their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils.” 
 

You have to ask the question here, “Why did Jesus respond like that?” 
 
(I’ll give more thoughts later) 
Answer: It is possible that in Jesus’s word and deed ministry that his 
deed ministry was beginning to eclipse His word ministry. 

§ One commentator pointed out: “When simply sought as a 
miracle-worker Jesus deliberately departed to teach 
elsewhere!” 

 

Jesus would not let His popularity deter His main ministry of preaching 
the gospel of repentance and faith and so He moves on…  

§ But notice that does not stop Him from Deed ministry (JESUS 
DOESN’T PIT THESE TWO AGAINST EACH OTHER)  

 
Point: Deed ministry flowed out of Jesus… He didn’t seek for it…  
 
In Vs.39 it says that Jesus continued His word and deed ministry… He 
“…preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out 
devils.” 
 
This leads us to our last scene for today, 

#3: Jesus and a Man with Leprosy (vs.40-45) 
Mark 1:40 “And there came a leper to him…” 
 
Info: Lepers were people who had certain skin disease.  

§ Scribes catalogues as many as 22 skin diseases defined as 
leprosy.  

§ Leviticus 13-14 discusses at length the disease and how it was 
to be handled.   



It was usually regarded as an evidence of divine punishment. It wasn’t 
though.  

§ Not all physical illness is the result of sin.  
o Example: You remember the story in the Bible where Jesus’ 

disciples saw a cripple and asked, “Who sinned the man or 
his parents?” (John 9:2). Then Jesus informed this group of 
their bad theology.  

o Point: If you think all sickness is the result of sin you have 
bad theology.  

§ Sickness does all come from the sin curse, but not 
always from specific sin in someone’s life.  

 

Lepers were not cursed by God, but they 
could only be cured by God.  
 
This is a day in the life of a leper.  

§ Leviticus 13:45–46 says, “45 "The leprous person who has the 
disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang 
loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, 'Unclean, 
unclean.' 46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. 
He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the 
camp.” 

 
Info: Sufferers of leprosy were regarded as living corpses.  

§ Even one with AIDS fares far better than the leper of the 1
st 

century.  
§ It was death by inches. The disease would inch over your whole 

body.  
 
 



Not Rotting: Some people think that Leprosy, or Hansen’s disease 
(Today), is a disease that slowly rots your body away…  

§ You could easily assume that if you see a picture of a leper…  
 
NO PAIN: In recent years, the research of Dr. Paul Brand and others has 
proven that the disfigurement of their bodies solely comes from the 
body’s warning system of pain being destroyed.  

§ The disease acts as an anesthetic…. People stop feeling pain and 
deform themselves... 

§ Example: In third world countries, doctor’s send cat’s home with 
lepers after their corrective surgeries to fight off vermin’s from 
shewing on them.  

 
Dr. Brand calls the disease a “painless hell,”  
 
The poor man in our story, we know from other gospel records, was full 
of Leprosy… He was mutilated from head to toe… rotten, stinking, 
repulsive….  
 
By Jesus’ time, rabbinical teaching had made this man’s situation even 
worse… 

§ If a leper stuck his head inside a house it was pronounced unclean 
§ It was illegal to greet a leper. 
§ Lepers were to remain at least 100 cubits away if upwind 

 
Josephus, the famous Jewish historian, summarized by saying that 
lepers were treaded “as if they were, in effect, dead men.”  
 
With all of that in mind, lets walk through this passage from the eyes 
and heart of the Leper… 
Vs. 40 “And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling 
down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean.  



Can you imagine as the man begs for his life… tears falling down his face… 
- Maybe he’s thinking about his wife that he can barely remember 

what it feels like to kiss…  
- Maybe he has his four-year-old son in mind that he hasn’t been 

able to hold for years… 
 
Look at Jesus’ response… 
Vs. 41, And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and 
touched him…”   

§ Jesus could have just spoken… He could have just nodded… but 
rather, he touches…  

 
Jesus does the unthinkable…  

§ Jesus reaches out and touches the unclean man.  
o Some of you get on a Z-pack every time we have 

handshake…  
 
Why was this unthinkable?  

§ Because the one that touched a leper normally also became 
unclean and defiled and risked getting the disease himself…  

 
Imagine the adrenaline spiking through this leper’s body as he is realizes 
…somethings about to happen… 
Vs. 41 “…and Jesus said, I will; be thou clean. 42 And as soon as he had 
spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was 
cleansed.” Vs. 43  “And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him 
away; 44 And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go 
thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those 
things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 45 But he 
went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad the 
matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, 
but was without in desert places: and they came to him from every 
quarter.” 



When I was a 13-year-old, I battled with this text… Why in the world 
would Jesus ask this dying man to keep quiet?  

§ I was battling this question during the time that my dad had 
cancer. I would think to myself, “How could I keep silent if Jesus 
had just healed my dad?” 

 
My conclusion was that the leper could have potentially missed out on 
a work that Jesus wanted to do in his hometown…  

§ Maybe it was that Jesus wanted to heal his daughter that was 
coming down with the same disease… or his wife…  

 
All these years later, I finally get it… it wasn’t about the Leper…  
 
Two Reasons 
1) Jesus came to preach, not merely to be a miracle worker. 

o Jesus didn’t want to overshadow people greatest need… TO 
REPENT AND BELIEVE! 

o Jesus wasn’t as concerned as healing another leper as he 
was concerned about winning another soul!  

 
Warning: It’s possible to be in love with what Jesus can give us and not 
actually be in love with Jesus…  
 
2) Jesus didn’t want to mislead people into thinking He came to be a 

Messiah He didn’t come to be.  
o In Jewish culture, a leper being healed was the highest 

miracle outside of dead people coming back to life.  
o Point: This miracle could have been used to prove without a 

doubt that Jesus was God…  
 

- But Jesus didn’t come to be a reigning king…  
- he came to be a suffering servant. 

 
Theme verse: Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of man came not to be 

ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 



2 Application 
1) Unlike the leper, sometimes we are unconscious of our 

sinful condition… 
- Kent Hugh’s asks the question in this text, “Can you see your 

leprosy? Can you say, “unclean, unclean” and really mean it?” 
 
Vs. 40 the Leper says, “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.”  
Transition: The Leper KNEW that God COULD save Him, but He didn’t 
know if he WOULD save him.  

2) Where the Leper has hesitation, we have certainty. 
 

WE KNOW THE GOSPEL 
- 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 

men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 

- 1 Tim 2:3-4 “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.” 

 

3) Jesus did the Unthinkable for the Leper and Us 
 

Two thousand years ago Jesus did the UNTHINKABLE!  
§ On the Cross Jesus reached out and become DEFILED FOR US!! HE 

VOLUNTARILY TOOK OUR DISEAS!  
§ On the Cross Jesus was giving us a way to live in God’s camp, a 

place humanity had not been since the garden. AND HE did that 
by placing Himself OUTSIDE OF THAT SAME CAMP!  

 
This story is the heart of the Gospel…Its why Jesus came (Give Gospel) 
 

The rabbis said that it was as difficult to heal the leper as it was to raise the 
dead. Both are impossible for man. Neither is a problem for God’s Son. 


